
 

September 2022 

   
POLICY UPDATES   
DROUGHT 

California’s Water Supply Strategy 
• On August 11, Governor Newsom released California’s Water Supply Strategy: Adapting 

to a Hotter, Drier Future. The document outlines California’s strategy and priority actions 
to adapt and protect water supplies in an era of rising temperatures. The document is 
divided into four main categories with identified implementation steps:   

o Develop new water supplies  
o Expand water storage capacity above and below ground by four million acre-feet 
o Reduce demand  
o Improve forecasting, data and management, including water rights 

modernization 

Staff Contact 
Chelsea Haines 
chelseah@acwa.com 

 

WATER MANAGEMENT 
$300 Million in Urban Community Drought Relief Grant Funding 

• On August 16, DWR released the draft Guidelines/ Proposal Solicitation Package 
(GL/PSP) for the 2022 Urban Community Drought Relief Program for a 15-day public 
comment period. The GL/PSP includes $175 million for urban community drought relief, 
$38 million for turf replacement and $71.25 for water conservation for urban water 
suppliers.  

o Final GL/ PSP released and applications accepted in September 
o Awards announced between November 2022 and March 2023 

Staff Contact 
Chelsea Haines 
chelseah@acwa.com 
 
 

Bay-Delta Plan: Public Scoping Meeting – Proposed Regulation to Implement LSJR Flows 
• The State Water Board issued a notice of preparation and CEQA Scoping Meeting: 

Regulation to Implement LSJR and Southern Salinity Objectives in the Water Quality 
Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. The State Water 
Board will seek input and recommendations on the scope and content of the 
environmental information, including significant environmental impacts, reasonable 
alternatives, and mitigation measures for a proposed regulation to implement LSJR flows 
and southern Delta salinity objectives in the Bay-Delta Plan 

o Written comments due September 9 by noon 

Staff Contact 
Soren Nelson 
sorenn@acwa.com 
 

 

Delta Conveyance Project Draft EIR 
• On July 27, DWR released the proposed Delta Conveyance Project Draft Environmental 

Impact Report (EIR). DWR prepared the EIR in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and is soliciting public input. 

o Public workshop on September 13 from 9:00 – 11:00 am 
o Public workshop on September 22 from noon – 2:00 pm 
o Public workshop on September 28 from 5:30 – 7:30 pm 
o Public comments due October 27 by 5:00 pm 

Staff Contact 
Chelsea Haines 
chelseah@acwa.com 
 
 

https://resources.ca.gov/-/media/CNRA-Website/Files/Initiatives/Water-Resilience/CA-Water-Supply-Strategy.pdf
https://resources.ca.gov/-/media/CNRA-Website/Files/Initiatives/Water-Resilience/CA-Water-Supply-Strategy.pdf
mailto:chelseah@acwa.com
https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Water-Basics/Drought/Files/Urban-Community-Drought-Relief/Draft-2022-Urban-Guidelines-and-Proposal-Solicitation-Package.pdf
mailto:chelseah@acwa.com
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/notices/20220715-implementation-nop-and-scoping-dwr-baydelta.pdf
mailto:sorenn@acwa.com
https://www.deltaconveyanceproject.com/
https://www.deltaconveyanceproject.com/
mailto:chelseah@acwa.com


 

September 2022 PAGE 2 

Regulation Modifying Water Rights 
• On June 13, the State Water Board issued a notice of staff workshop and opportunity for 

public input: Proposed Rulemaking on the Proposed Regulation Modifying Water Right 
Ownership Notice Requirements and Reporting Dates (Proposed Regulation). The 
Proposed Regulation would amend requirements for reporting annual water use and 
change of ownership of water rights. 

o Public Adoption Hearing on September 20 

Staff Contact 
Chelsea Haines 
chelseah@acwa.com 
 

 

Six-Year Drought White Paper 
• The California Water Commission (CWC) expects to host a second panel to explore 

potential strategies for long-term management to protect communities and fish and 
wildlife in a six-year drought, in accordance with Water Resilience Portfolio Action 26.3. 
In March, the CWC released a work plan for developing the strategies.  

o CWC Meeting on September 21 at 9:30 am 

Staff Contact 
Soren Nelson 
sorenn@acwa.com 
 

 

Southern California Steelhead Status Review 
• On July 15, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) initiated a status 

review for Southern California Steelhead under the California Endangered Species Act 
and invites data or comments on a petition to listing the species. CDFW issued this 
notice following a decision by the California Fish and Game Commission approving a 
petition to list Southern California Steelhead as candidate species under the California 
Endangered Species Act. CDFW has twelve months to review the petition and any data 
submitted by third parties. 

o Comments and data due by September 30 

Staff Contact 
Soren Nelson 
sorenn@acwa.com 
 

 

Striped Bass “Slot Limit” 
• CDFW is soliciting public input on a proposed regulation change submitted by the Nor-

Cal Guides and Sportsmen’s Association that would restrict the harvest of striped bass to 
a “slot limit” between 20 and 30 inches for inland anadromous waters. The stated goal 
of the proposal is to protect bass populations by increasing the minimum length to allow 
more fish to mature and successfully spawn prior to harvest and to protect the larger 
fish that tend to be the most prolific spawners and are becoming increasingly rare in the 
fishery.  

o Fish and Game Commission Wildlife Resources Committee meeting on 
September 15 

Staff Contact 
Soren Nelson 
sorenn@acwa.com 
 

 
 

GROUNDWATER  
California Groundwater Projects Tool 

• On August 9, DWR announced the development of a new web-based interactive 
mapping tool that will allow the public to explore thousands of groundwater projects 
initiated in California over the last decade. The tool includes various filters to identify 
projects in a basin, subbasin, legislative district, county, and many others. The tool 
focuses on project benefits and effectiveness in relationship to the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act Sustainability Indicators.  

Staff Contact 
Soren Nelson 
sorenn@acwa.com 
 

SAFE AND AFFORDABLE FUNDING FOR EQUITY AND RESILIENCE (SAFER) 
Drinking Water Cost Assessment Model 

• On August 4, the State Water Board released a Draft White Paper that details proposed 
updates to the Cost Assessment Model for the Drinking Water Needs Assessment. The 
SAFER Program is responsible for conducting an annual Needs Assessment, which 
consists of three components: Affordability Assessment, Risk Assessment, and Cost 

Staff Contact 
Ivy Brittain 
ivyb@acwa.com 
 

 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/enforcement/docs/notice_staffwrkshp_waterright_ownership_082322.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/enforcement/docs/notice_staffwrkshp_waterright_ownership_082322.pdf
mailto:chelseah@acwa.com
https://cwc.ca.gov/Water-Resilience-Portfolio
https://cwc.ca.gov/-/media/CWC-Website/Files/Documents/2022/03_March/March2022_Item_10_Attach_1_DroughtWorkplan_Final.pdf
mailto:sorenn@acwa.com
https://wildlife.ca.gov/News/public-invited-to-comment-on-petition-to-list-southern-california-steelhead-as-endangered
https://wildlife.ca.gov/News/public-invited-to-comment-on-petition-to-list-southern-california-steelhead-as-endangered
mailto:SCSH@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:sorenn@acwa.com
https://wildlife.ca.gov/News/cdfw-seeking-public-input-on-proposed-slot-limit-for-striped-bass?mc_cid=b886d74137&mc_eid=9b7b868339
https://fgc.ca.gov/Meetings/2022
mailto:sorenn@acwa.com
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fexperience.arcgis.com-252Fexperience-252F00197adac22f4b06a3f410068d43a641-252F-253Futm-5Fmedium-253Demail-2526utm-5Fsource-253Dgovdelivery-26data-3D05-257C01-257C-257Cf29255b152464a27f18c08da7a610da6-257Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564-257C0-257C0-257C637956854509602400-257CUnknown-257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0-253D-257C3000-257C-257C-257C-26sdata-3DrApvHH7orC6H2hcIVCHkZVkfgrnNo0vGGeZGOTRXCqs-253D-26reserved-3D0&d=DwMFAg&c=FE7jI3SI4CYgC7DLEZ5yqGltlmNGwHtriHvW1RuJvwE&r=55j2wnqv2jYCa2dUnZwQKey_mKNWmUmSYuN2Rp2aqKQ&m=FhBV6xE2WD1vb4b07fKonQpdj10tDmfedPzexKH1ur92_iPv5o0pKFG-3axQIt1m&s=bKqh-DPqFgeX2hhCVsJTIniZOZXhaH6F3fk4cajVUqY&e=
mailto:sorenn@acwa.com
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/documents/needs/cost-assessment-white-paper.pdf
mailto:ivyb@acwa.com


 

September 2022 PAGE 3 

Assessment. Results of the Needs Assessment are used to inform the prioritization of 
projects in the annual Fund Expenditure Plan for the Safe and Affordable Drinking Water 
Fund. 

o Written comments due September 8 
FY 2022-23 Fund Expenditure Plan 

• On August 15, the State Water Board released the Draft FY 2022-23 Fund Expenditure 
Plan for the Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund. SB 200 (2019) established the Safe 
and Affordable Drinking Water Fund and requires the annual adoption of a Fund 
Expenditure Plan. Expenditures from the Fund will complement other funding sources as 
part of the broader Safe and Affordable Funding for Equity and Resilience (SAFER) 
Drinking Water Program.  

o SAFER Advisory Group Meeting on September 9, 10:00 – 5:00pm. 
o Written comments due September 14 

Staff Contact 
Ivy Brittain 
ivyb@acwa.com 
 

 
 

Drinking Water Needs Assessment 
• The State Water Board will hold a workshop on its proposed enhancements to how it 

incorporates affordability into the Drinking Water Needs Assessment for public water 
systems, state small water systems, and domestic wells.  

o SAFER Affordability Workshop on September 20, 10:00 – 12:00 pm. Register 
Here. 

Staff Contact 
Ivy Brittain 
ivyb@acwa.com 
 

 

WATER QUALITY 
2022-23 Clean Water State Revolving Fund and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 
Integrated Use Plans 

• The State Water Board will hold an informational update to highlight key aspects of the 
2022-23 Clean Water State Revolving Fund and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 
Integrated Use Plans (IUPs). The State Water Board will discuss changes to this year’s 
IUPs, including the introduction of supplementary IUPs for administering the additional 
funding provided by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, and the proposed schedule for 
implementation.   

o Board Workshop on September 7 at 9:30 am (will be heard after 1 pm) 

Staff Contact 
Nick Blair 
nickb@acwa.com 
 

Microplastics Testing and Reporting  
• The State Water Board will consider adoption of the proposed Policy Handbook 

Establishing a Standard Method of Testing and Reporting of Microplastics in Drinking 
Water (Policy Handbook). The purpose of the Policy Handbook is to set fourth 
requirements for conducting monitoring and reporting of Microplastics in drinking 
water, including an iterative, two-step, four-year plan for monitoring and reporting. To 
date, no government in the world has required monitoring of Microplastics in drinking 
water. 

o Board Workshop on September 7 at 9:30 am  

Staff Contact 
Nick Blair 
nickb@acwa.com 
 

 

Proposed Statewide Construction Stormwater General Permit 
• On July 22, the State Water Board noticed that it will consider adoption of the proposed 

statewide Construction Stormwater General Permit reissuance (General Permit). The 
General Permit would update the regulation of stormwater runoff from construction 
sites and is intended to minimize the administrative burden associated with permitting 
individual stormwater discharges. 

o Board Workshop on September 8 at 9:30 am  
o Proposed effective date is September 2023. 

Staff Contact 
Nick Blair 
nickb@acwa.com 
 

 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/sustainable_water_solutions/docs/2022/draft_2022-23_sadwfep.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/sustainable_water_solutions/docs/2022/draft_2022-23_sadwfep.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/docs/2022/notice_safer_agm_090922_eng.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/docs/2022/fep-presentation.pdf
mailto:ivyb@acwa.com
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/docs/notices/notice_2022_affordabilitywrkshop.pdf
https://waterboards.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jH3jIJwCRE2YTiBSRxL8Qw
mailto:ivyb@acwa.com
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/agendas/2022/sep/09_07-08_2022_agenda_links.pdf
mailto:nickb@acwa.com
mailto:nickb@acwa.com
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/docs/2022/mp-hndbk.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/docs/2022/mp-hndbk.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/docs/2022/mp-hndbk.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/agendas/2022/sep/09_07-08_2022_agenda_links.pdf
mailto:nickb@acwa.com
mailto:nickb@acwa.com
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/construction/docs/2022-july/order.docx
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/construction/docs/2022-july/order.docx
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/agendas/2022/sep/09_07-08_2022_agenda_links.pdf
mailto:nickb@acwa.com
mailto:nickb@acwa.com
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Restoration Projects Statewide Proposed General Order 
• On August 16, the State Water Board adopted the proposed Order for Clean Water Act 

Section 401 Water Quality Certification and Waste Discharge Requirements for 
Restoration Projects Statewide (proposed General Order) and certification of the 
supporting proposed CEQA consolidated final Program Environmental Impact Report 
(PEIR) at the Board meeting. The General Order went into effect immediately following 
Board approval, and eligible projects can now be submitted to regional water boards as 
appropriate for consideration. 

Staff Contact 
Nick Blair 
nickb@acwa.com 

ENERGY  
Clean Transportation Incentives Program 

• The California Air Resources Board (CARB) will hold a third public workshop on the Fiscal 
Year 2022 - 23 Funding Plan for Clean Transportation Incentives. The purpose of this 
workshop is to discuss staff’s proposed allocations and recommendations for CARB’s 
Clean Transportation Incentives. 

o Workshop on September 8 at 4:00 pm  

Staff Contact 
Nick Blair 
nickb@acwa.com 

Proposed Advanced Clean Fleets Regulation  
• On August 30, The California Air Resources Board (CARB) released its Initial Statement of 

Reasons (ISOR) and noticed Public Hearing for the CARB Board to hear about the 
Advanced Clean Fleets Rule on October 27. The Advanced Clean Fleet Rule would require 
California fleet owners and operators to purchase zero emission vehicles (starting in 
2024) with the goal to move California’s medium- and heavy-duty trucks to zero 
emission, where feasible, by 2045.  

o Public Hearing held in hybrid format on October 27 at 9:00 AM  
o Comments due October 17 

 Staff Contact 
 Nick Blair 
 nickb@acwa.com   
 

 

RECENT ACWA COMMENT LETTERS 
•  Proposed Revisions to the State’s Capacity Development Strategy for Public Drinking Water System, SWRCB , 

8/5/2022 
• Bay-Delta Plan Revised Draft Initial Biological Goals, SWRCB, 8/11/2022 

 
 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/
mailto:nickb@acwa.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_05FYSlFMTM69kuP2eeZEGw
mailto:nickb@acwa.com
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/regact/2022/acf22/isor1.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/regact/2022/acf22/isor1.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/regact/2022/acf22/notice.pdf
mailto:nickb@acwa.com
https://www.acwa.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/ACWA-CapDev-Strategy-Letter-080522.pdf
https://www.acwa.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/ACWA-Comment-Letter-%E2%80%93-Bay-Delta-Plan-Revised-Draft-Initial-Biological-Goals.pdf

