
 
 
 
 

Last updated: 9/28/2026 Page 1 of 6 

Proposed Amendments to the ACWA’s Bylaws 

Amendment 1:  ARTICLE 4, Section 4.05, Special Meeting 
Current Bylaw Proposed Bylaw Rationale 

Section 4.05. Special Meetings. Special meetings may be 
called by the president upon the president’s own volition or 
shall be called by the president when requested in writing by 
five directors. Prior to conducting such a special meeting, the 
president shall consult with the Executive Committee to 
ensure that adequate information is available to the Board of 
Directors for any necessary decisions; and where such 
meeting is called upon the president’s own volition, the 
president shall also consult with the Executive Committee as 
to the necessity of the special meeting. Notice for special 
meetings shall be provided in the following manner: (1) upon 
10 days’ written notice sent by mail to each director and 
addressed to each at the address as shown upon the records 
of the Association; or (2) upon 48 hours’ notice with notice 
provided by electronic means. When the meeting is called 
upon the president’s own volition, the president shall choose 
the form of notice; when the meeting is called by a request 
of five directors, the five directors shall choose the form of 
notice and the president shall promptly call the meeting. No 
business except those items described in the notice shall be 
transacted at any special meeting, except by consent of 
three-fourths of the members of the Board of Directors 
present. 

Section 4.05. Special Meetings. Special meetings may 
be called by the president upon the president’s own 
volition or shall be called by the president when 
requested in writing by five directors. Prior to 
conducting such a special meeting, the president shall 
consult with the Executive Committee to ensure that 
adequate information is available to the Board of 
Directors for any necessary decisions; and where such 
meeting is called upon the president’s own volition, the 
president shall also consult with the Executive 
Committee as to the necessity of the special meeting. 
However, the president’s determination of necessity 
shall control. Notice for special meetings shall be 
provided in the following manner: (1) upon 10 days’ 
written notice sent by mail to each director and 
addressed to each at the address as shown upon the 
records of the Association; or (2) upon 48 hours’ notice 
with notice provided by electronic means. When the 
meeting is called upon the president’s own volition, the 
president shall choose the form of notice; when the 
meeting is called by a request of five directors, the five 
directors shall choose the form of notice and the 
president shall promptly call the meeting. No business 
except those items described in the notice shall be 
transacted at any special meeting, except by consent of 
three-fourths of the members of the Board of Directors 
present. 

Amendment to add the president’s ultimate 
authority to schedule a special meeting if 
deemed necessary. 
 

Note: Green text throughout this document reflects edits recommended by the Legal Affairs Bylaws and Procedures Subcommittee in response 
to its review and analysis of the proposed amendments to the Bylaws, consistent with Section 9.09 of ACWA’s Bylaws. The ACWA Board 
included the LAC Workgroup’s recommended edits as part of its recommendation to the members. 
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Proposed Amendments to the ACWA’s Bylaws 

Amendment 2: ARTICLE 4, Section 4.06 Meetings by Electronic Communication 
Current Bylaw Proposed Bylaw Rationale 

Section 4.06. Meetings by Electronic Communication. Any 
meeting of the Board of Directors, region boards, or any 
committee may be conducted, in whole or in part, by 
telephone, electronic transmission, or by electronic video 
screen communication. A member of the Board of Directors, 
a region board, or any committee shall be deemed present in 
person at the meeting if the following apply: 

(a) Each director, region board, or committee member 
participating in the meeting can communicate 
concurrently with all other directors, region board, 
or committee members. 

(b) Each director, region board or, committee member 
is provided the means of participating in all matters 
before the board, region board, or committee, 
including the capacity to propose, or to interpose an 
objection to, a specific action to be taken by the 
Association. 

Section 4.06. Meetings by Electronic Communication. 
Alternatives to Traditional Meetings.  
(a) Any meeting of the Board of Directors, region 

boards, or any committee may be conducted, in 
whole or in part, by telephone, electronic 
transmission, or by electronic video screen 
communication. A member of the Board of 
Directors, a region board, or any committee shall 
be deemed present in person at the meeting if the 
following apply: 
1) Each director, region board, or committee 

member participating in the meeting can 
communicate concurrently with all other 
directors, region board, or committee 
members. 

2) Each director, region board or, committee 
member is provided the means of participating 
in all matters before the board, region board, 
or committee, including the capacity to 
propose, or to interpose an objection to, a 
specific action to be taken by the Association. 

(b) To the extent permitted by applicable law and 
subject to all applicable requirements, any action 
that may be taken at a regular or special Board of 
Directors, a region board, or any committee may 
be approved by unanimous written consent of the 
members of that body. 

Amendment to allow the flexibility to take 
action by written consent. 
 
LAC recommended this language be added to 
Article 4 instead of Article 9. 
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Proposed Amendments to the ACWA’s Bylaws 

Amendment 3:  ARTICLE 5, Regions 
Current Bylaw Proposed Bylaw Rationale 

Section 5.02.  Officers 
(a)  The officers of each region shall be a chair and vice chair 
and three to five region board members who shall be elected 
by the region in each odd-numbered year.  A region may 
maintain a board of fewer than five but not less than three 
members as provided in the region’s rules and regulations. 
The officers of the region board shall take office on January 1 
of the calendar year following election and shall hold office for 
two years, or until their successors take office. Regions shall 
hold elections by electronic ballot. Association staff shall 
verify the legitimacy of the ballots. 
 

Section 5.02.  Officers 
(a)  The officers of each region shall be a chair and vice 
chair and three to five region board members who shall 
be elected by the region in each odd-numbered year.  A 
region may maintain a board of fewer than five but not 
less than three members as provided in the region’s 
rules and regulations. The officers of the region board 
shall take office on January 1 of the calendar year 
following election and shall hold office for two years, or 
until their successors take office. Regions shall hold 
elections by electronic ballot. Five or more members of 
the Association from the region shall constituting a 
quorum for the purposes of regional board elections. 
Association staff shall verify the legitimacy of the ballots. 
 
 

Amendment to clarify the quorum for region 
board elections is five members. 
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Proposed Amendments to the ACWA’s Bylaws 

Amendment 4:  ARTICLE 6, Section 6.04, Meetings 
Current Bylaw Proposed Bylaw Rationale 

Section 6.04. Meetings. The Executive Committee shall hold 
regularly scheduled meetings as set by the president. 
Special meetings of the Executive Committee may be called 
by the president upon notice to the members of that 
committee or upon written request of three Executive 
Committee members. Notice for special Executive 
Committee meetings shall be provided to the entire Board: 
(1) upon five days’ written notice sent by mail, or (2) upon 
24 hours’ notice with notice provided by electronic means; 
and all such meetings shall be open to the Board of 
Directors. Any meeting, regular or special, may be held in 
person or by telephone conference, web video conference, 
or other electronic video screen communication or 
electronic transmission, as set forth in Section 4.06. All 
members of the Board of Directors may attend any meeting 
of the Executive Committee. Meetings of the Executive 
Committee may be closed to others at the discretion of the 
president or committee.  Only members of the Executive 
Committee are allowed to vote on matters at a meeting of 
the committee.  
 

Section 6.04. Meetings. The Executive Committee shall hold 
regularly scheduled meetings as set by the president. Special 
meetings of the Executive Committee may be called by the 
president upon notice to the members of that committee or 
upon written request of three Executive Committee members. 
Notice for special Executive Committee meetings shall be 
provided to the entire Board: (1) upon five days’ written notice 
sent by mail, or (2) upon 24 hours’ notice with notice provided 
by electronic means; and all such meetings shall be open to the 
Board of Directors. Any meeting, regular or special, may be held 
in person or by telephone conference, web video conference, or 
other electronic video screen communication or electronic 
transmission, as set forth in Section 4.06. With the exception of 
closed sessions as designated by the Executive Committee, all 
members of the Board of Directors and Council of Past 
Presidents may attend any meeting of the Executive Committee. 
However, Meetings of the Executive Committee may be closed 
its meetings to select or all non-members of the Committee to 
others at the discretion of the president or by a majority vote of 
the Executive Ccommittee.  Any decision to close an Executive 
Committee meeting to others shall be final and not reversible 
except with the consent of party that decided to close the 
meeting.Only members of the Executive Committee are allowed 
to vote on Executive Committee matters. at a meeting of the 
committee.  
 

Amendment to limit attendance during 
closed session discussions involving 
personnel matters to preserve the 
confidentiality of sensitive employment 
information, protect the privacy rights of 
employees and applicants, and promote 
candid discussion by those with 
responsibility for making personnel 
decisions. Importantly, the Board of 
Directors could conduct its own closed 
session prior to any final action. This 
amendment ensures flexibility for the 
Executive Committee’s internal 
deliberation and consideration while 
preserving ultimate Board decision-
making authority. 
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Proposed Amendments to the ACWA’s Bylaws 

Amendment 5, ARTICLE 8, Section 8.01, Council of Past Presidents 
Current Bylaw Proposed Bylaw Rationale 

Section 8.01.  Council of Past Presidents. There shall be a 
Council of Past Presidents composed of all past presidents 
of the Association who serve on the council until each is no 
longer able to or wishes to serve. The council shall provide a 
mechanism for past presidents to continue to make 
valuable contributions to the Association. With approval of 
the Board of Directors, the president and/or executive 
director/secretary may assign specific responsibilities to the 
council from time to time. Members of the Council of Past 
Presidents are invited to attend and participate in the 
Association’s Board and Executive Committee meetings, 
including attending closed sessions. With the exception of 
the immediate past president, members of the Council of 
Past Presidents are non-voting. 

Section 8.01.  Council of Past Presidents. There shall be a 
Council of Past Presidents composed of all past presidents 
of the Association who serve on the council until each is no 
longer able to or wishes to serve. The council shall provide 
a mechanism for past presidents to continue to make 
valuable contributions to the Association. With approval of 
the Board of Directors, the president and/or executive 
director/secretary may assign specific responsibilities to 
the council from time to time. Members of the Council of 
Past Presidents are invited to attend and participate in the 
Association’s Board and Executive Committee meetings, 
including attending closed sessions of the Board. Members 
of the Council of Past Presidents may also attend closed 
session meetings the Executive Committee except as 
designated by the Executive Committee as further 
described in Section 6.04. With the exception of the 
immediate past president, members of the Council of Past 
Presidents are non-voting. 

Amendment to clarify that the Council of Past 
Presidents may attend Board of Directors and 
Executive Committee meetings, with the 
exception of Executive Committee closed 
sessions as designated by the Executive 
Committee. 
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Proposed Amendments to the ACWA’s Bylaws 

Amendment 6, Article 9, Section 9.08, Quorum 
Current Bylaw Proposed Bylaw Rationale 

Section 9.08. Quorum. The presence of the authorized 
representatives of at least 50 members of the Association at 
any meeting of the members shall constitute a quorum for 
transacting business.  Actions taken by written ballot shall 
require the timely receipt of the written ballot from the 
authorized representatives of at least 50 members to 
constitute a quorum. 

 

Section 9.08. Quorum. The presence of the authorized 
representatives of at least 50 members of the 
Association at any meeting of the members shall 
constitute a quorum for transacting business.  Actions 
of the members of the Association taken by written 
ballot shall require the timely receipt of the written 
ballot from the authorized representatives of at least 
50 members to constitute a quorum. 

Amendment to clarify that the quorum for the 
region board elections is five, consistent with the 
quorum needed to conduct business at a region 
meeting, as established in Section 5.04, and with 
newly amended quorum language to elect region 
boards in Section 5.02.  
 

 


