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VISI®N

FOR OUR WATER FUTURE

Overview




1) Elevate water as a
statewide priority.

2) Incorporate water priorities
into a unified, actionable
agenda for the next
Administration.
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Lead on Water

\!

Deliver Critical
Infrastructure

ACTION

IS NEEDED
NOW

Protect Affordability

Modernize Water
Management

The Vision For
Our Water
Future is a

framework to

advance unified
priorities



1. Lead on Water

* Set a Bold Water Agenda (First 100
Days)

* Appoint Leaders to Deliver Results

* Unify State Agencies




* Secure Sustainable Water Funding

* Accelerate Funding

* Integrate Investments Across
Sectors




3. Deliver Critical Infrastructure

* Strengthen the State’s Water
Backbone

o Modernize and protect
LUl infrastructure

fic 8

o Improve coordinated operations

 Safeguard Colorado River Water
Supplies

* Empower Regional Water Solutions



Improve Permitting Performance

o Integrate permit requirements
o Enhance regulatory certainty

o Streamline pathways
Modernize Water Operations

Strengthen Water Data & Science



Vision Timeline

January 2026 February March m May n July m September November 2027
/ \ Deliverable 2: Detailed

Deliverable 1: Policy R dati
Framework ecommendations

Audience: Newly elected

Audience: Gubernatorial
Governor

candidates
Purpose: Develop pathways

to implement priority

/ actions
Framework Amplification

Purpose: Elevate water as a
priority

Recommendations Amplification



VISI®N

FOR OUR WATER FUTURE

Deliverable 2 -
Recommendations




Deliverable 2 Timeline

Late August-early

September: Mid-l.ate October:| (\ovember 20:
Advisory Group Advisory Group | | Acwa Board
provides initial provides final consideration
feedback feedback
l || | | |

/IVIay-Iate August:\

September-late October: [November' ACWA\
Working Groups .

develop initial Working Groups staff finalize
. narrow/refine m.enu of recommendations
menuo recommendations \_ )

(ecommendationy - J




Not introducing concepts outside
of the Priority Action (i.e., Deliver
Critical Infrastructure)

Provide actionable direction but
not overly prescriptive

2-4 recommendations per focus
area (i.e., each bullet)



Level of Detalil

state’s financial stability at risk. The report correctly asserts that aggressive investments in our flood man-
agement system and a new philosophy are needed to protect lives, property and economic well-being.

[rmitea funaing avauavle

for flood control projects.

_ Multi-objective projects
ACWA recommends the Legislature and state agencies take measures to accomplish the following help leverage funding from

actions: all sources and contribute

1. Improve emergency response programs, including improvements in monitoring and data collection to more efficient water
from streams and flood-prone areas. resources management at
the regional and state-
wide level. But while the
multi-objective planning
3. Support a constitutional amendment to exempt local flood control projects from inverse condem- approach is useful, the
nation liability and to exempt local flood control districts from the Proposition 218 two-thirds voting primary purpose of flood

requirement. control projects must be
4. Continue to promote multi-objective planning in flood control projects at the state and local levels, protecting life and proper-
consistent with legislation adopted in 2000 (AB 1147 — Honda). ty from the risk of floods.

5. Provide state funding subventions to match local flood
control funding under the existing cost-sharing formula.

2. Update floodplain maps and provide better education on flood risks to the public and agencies
responsible for land use decisions.

v ...-;..;m ol N A
' K, \:( '3'; r. L Community
ACWA also calls on state and federal leaders to support agree- B s NS s along the
ments such as the landmark accord on American River flood A : Sacramento
control and water supply improvements, a balanced package of 1 : River.
projects developed by local leaders and stakeholders and autho-
rized by Congress in 2003. The package, which includes ele-
ments such as levee improvements and modifications to Folsom
Dam, now must receive adequate funding appropriations to

proceed.




Not introducing concepts outside
of the Priority Action (i.e., Deliver
Critical Infrastructure)

Provide actionable direction but
not overly prescriptive

2-4 recommendations per focus
area (i.e., each bullet)



Recommendations

>

Strengthen the State’s Water Backbone: Upgrade,
repair, and optimize California’s essential backbone
infrastructure — the California State Water Project
and Central Valley Project.

¢ Modernize and Protect Infrastructure: Advance
a durable Delta conveyance solution, strengthen
Delta levees, safeguard critical infrastructure
from subsidence and seismic risk, and upgrade
system technologies — including Forecast
Informed Reservoir Operations, snowpack
measurement, and remote monitoring control.

@ DELIVER CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

Future-proof California’s critical water infrastructure
to ensure reliable supplies in the face of climate
change, growing economic and community demands,
and escalating emergency risks. This requires
strengthening the statewide water system, including
both built and natural infrastructure, while advancing
regional resilience to maximize systemwide reliability.

¢+ Improve Coordinated Operations: Integrate
operations of the California State Water Project
and Central Valley Project to increase system
flexibility, expand the storage and movement of
water, and enhance water supply reliability.

Safeguard Colorado River Water Supplies: Protect
California’s Colorado River allocation, consistent
with the State’s legal entitlements and the efforts of
the Colorado River Board of California.

Empower Regional Water Solutions: Champion
regional and watershed-based solutions. State policy
should empower regions with the tools, flexibility,

and investment needed to advance regional
planning, partnerships, and projects that diversify
water supplies, strengthen system connectivity

and operational efficiency, and restore ecosystem
functions to ensure reliable water supplies.
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