
California Water Boards

1



California Water BoardsCalifornia Water Boards

Where We've Been: 
CalWATRS
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California Water Accounting, 
Tracking, and Reporting System
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Why Did We Modernize?
100+ years of 
information locked in 
paper records
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Changing regulations 
and environmental 

conditions
Outdated data 
infrastructure
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What does modernization enable?

More accurate, timely data

Better informed decisions

Greater efficiency

Easier access for everyone
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What did staff gain?

Case management

Ability to document workflows

Automated data flags

Intake of data directly from public
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Maps nested in staff view of records
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What did water right holders gain?

Personal accounts with their data

Forms in one location

Annual reporting through one account

Mapping tools within forms
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Consolidated 
access to user 

record
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Who is affected?

If you previously reported to the Division of 
Water Rights, this replaces where you report 
and how you fill out forms.

(i.e. if you didn’t file with us before, the new 
system doesn’t add new reporting)
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Where We're Going: 
Better Water Measurement
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Measurement Background and Basics

• California’s 2012-2016 drought 
highlighted the need for accurate 
water diversion data

• Measurement data helps us:
• Forecast and plan for limited water 

supplies
• Facilitate water transfers, petitions, new 

applications, flood recharge
• Protect senior water rights
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California Code of 
Regulations

Title 23, Division 3, 
§§ 931-939.6

(2026)

“Ch. 2.8 Water 
Measurement”
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Data Usability
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Water rights 
subject to the 
regulation…

…that submitted a 
datafile…

…that also have 
headers in the first row 
and columns for date, 
time, volume

* Data reflect water year 2023 annual reports. Does not include the Legal Delta

7%

23%

~12,000
(100%)
2,731 
(23%)

185
(1.5%)

Files have historically lacked a 
standardized format

CalWATRS can leverage 
measurement data for modeling 

and administration of water 
rights, but relies on 
standardized data 

submissions
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Goals of Revision
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Align measurement 
regulation with 

CalWATRS

Standardize and 
improve quality of 
measurement data

Simplify 
requirements when 

possible

Clarify regulations 
and improve 
readability
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Looking 
ahead...
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Nothing is changing 
regarding measurement or 
data submission for water 

year 2026
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Effective Dates 
for Requirements
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For more 
information
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Water Measurement 
Regulation Webpage
https://bit.ly/MeasurementWebsite

Contact Us:
DWR-Measurement@Waterboards.ca.gov

https://bit.ly/MeasurementWebsite
mailto:DWR-Measurement@Waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:DWR-Measurement@Waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:DWR-Measurement@Waterboards.ca.gov
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