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Members of the ACWA Board of Directors gather at the State Capitol in late January, when they held their first full workshop and
meeting of the 2026-27 term. The Board received a briefing on ACWA’s latest initiative, see article below, and heard updates on
policy, regulatory and organizational priorities going into 2026. See Page 3 for article summarizing the Jan. 30 meeting.

ACWA Launches Vision for Our
Water Future Policy Initiative

ACWA has launched a new

policy initiative to elevate water-
related priorities with California’s
gubernatorial candidates, legislative
leadership and administration officials
in advance of a new governor taking
office in 2027.

The Vision for Our Water Future
initiative will focus on integrating
members’ unified priorities into
campaign platforms and further
establishing the association as a leading
voice in shaping California’s water
future. These priorities will reflect an
alignment of ACWA strategic priorities
and region and committee workplans.

ACWA is currently holding a series of
regional briefings to update members

on the initiative and to gather critical
regional input to help shape the
priorities and solutions that should be
represented.

Once the policy document is
developed, members will be called
upon to amplify the vision and

reach key decision-makers. Read
more about the effort on the ACWA
website at acwa.com/vision. Interim
Executive Director Marwan Khalifa
also discusses the new initiative in his
column on Page 2.4

more about
the initiative

Connect with us online: m E

ACWA Sponsoring
Bills to Improve
Wildfire Policy,
Protect Water
Agencies

ACWA:'s State Legislative Committee in
January voted to sponsor one bill and co-
sponsor a second bill, both of which aim
to improve state wildfire policy in ways
that protect water agencies and benefit
Californians overall.

Wildfire Liability
Author: Senator Anna Caballero
(D-Merced)

-> Page 4 | Capitol Corner
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ACWA Interim Executive Director
MARWAN KHALIFA

New ACWA Intiative
Will Amplify Members’

Voice and Vision

California voters will hear a lot from
candidates vying to replace Gavin Newsom
for governor between now and Nov. 3. So
far, the candidates are focusing on housing,
affordability, jobs and the economy, and
ACWA is launching the Vision for Our
Water Future initiative to ensure they also
start talking about water.

To make sure we get that point across,
ACWA is reaching out directly to the
candidates to elevate water as a top policy
priority and ensure the unified priorities of
ACWA's diverse membership are reflected
in the next administration’s agenda.
Through this work, ACWA is positioning
itself as a trusted thought leader and
essential partner to the future governor.

Having worked at the agency level and now
within ACWA itself, seeing this potentially
historic effort take shape counts as one

of the most exciting periods in my career
in California water. This is yet another
example of ACWA manifesting itself as a
world-class organization, capable of seizing
an opportunity and guiding the state
toward an inflection point in water policy.
And it is another, among many examples,
of our association’s ability to channel the
energy of our members into outcomes that
will benefit every Californian.

ACWA is implementing this initiative
through a structured, member-driven
process that brings together staff, member
agencies and key partners. The initiative

will culminate in a concise policy document
outlining a focused set of strategic priorities
and recommended actions to support a
secure, reliable and resilient water future for
California.

Demonstrating our expertise can reflect and
strengthen the trust placed in us as stewards
of our state’s most precious resource. This
policy document will do that by building on
a long history of ACWA leadership through
policy documents such as “No Time to
Waste: Blueprint for California Water”
(2005) and our “Statewide Water Action
Plan” (2013).

The input for building this initiative
started coming together during several
opportunities last year. This included a
member survey that provided feedback
on advocacy priorities and a roundtable
discussion at fall conference

That development process continues
through regional member briefing sessions,
region board meetings and committee
meetings. These virtual sessions provide
another opportunity to refine this critical
policy document.

As California enters this pivotal election
cycle, ACWA's role is clear: to ensure water
is treated as a priority issue and recognized
as the foundation for the state’s economic
vitality, environmental stewardship and
quality of life. &


http://acwa.com/newsroom

ACWA Continues Search for Executive Director

ACWA continues its nationwide
recruitment process for hiring an
Executive Director to lead the association’s
day-to-day management.

The ACWA Board of Directors in late
2025 selected Bob Murray & Associates
to lead the recruitment process and
posted the job announcement in January.

Candidates have a March 8 deadline to
submit applications.

In the meantime, Marwan Khalifa
continues to serve as Interim Executive
Director, a position he has held since early
2025. Khalifa previously worked as Chief

Financial Officer and District Treasurer for

Mesa Water District, also serving on the

ACWA Board, Executive Committee and
as Chair of ACWA’s Finance Committee.

Last year, the Board conducted a
nationwide search to identify potential
candidates for the role. Following a
thorough and thoughtful review, the Board
determined that additional time would best
serve the association’s long—term interests. &

New ACWA Board Kicks off 2026-'27 Term

ACWA'’s new Board of Directors for

the 2026-27 term tackled a full agenda
during its first meeting of the year on Jan.
30. The meeting included a presentation
highlighting the results of ACWA’s
member engagement survey, selecting
venues for the 2029 fall and spring
conferences and hearing updates on state
and federal advocacy.

The Board participated in a half-day
workshop the day prior that focused on
ACWA's new policy initiative — Vision
for Our Water Future. (See Page 1 article
for more details and Interim Executive
Director Marwan Khalifa’s column on
Page 2.)

Member Survey

The independent firm FM3 Research
interviewed 178 individuals with member
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agencies throughout the state between
Oct. 6 and Nov. 18 last year. Members
remain overwhelmingly satisfied with
ACWA's performance in serving their
needs, with the percentage of surveyed
members totally satisfied ticking up from
89% during the last survey in 2022, to 91%
in 20285, according to the survey.

Conference Venues

Board members received an overview

of options for hosting ACWA’s two

2029 conferences and approved the
Monterey Conference Center for the
Spring Conference and the Palm Springs
Convention Center for that year’s Fall
Conference.

Advocacy

Board members heard updates on state
and federal advocacy. On the state side,

updates included details on ACWA’s work
to sponsor two bills related to wildfire
policy and support for the Healthy Rivers
and Landscapes Program.

A federal update reviewed ACWA’s
Washington D.C.-based advocacy in
support of multiple congressional bills to
secure and maintain water-related funding.

California Farm Water
Coalition

California Farm Water Coalition
Executive Director Mike Wade delivered
a presentation updating continued
educational outreach through the
Cultivate Coalition campaign. In 2025,
ACWA'’s sponsorship was $75,000 to help
the campaign expand its reach through
social media videos and partnerships with
social media influences. &
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CAPITOL CORNER

From page 1| Capitol Corner

What it would do: ACWA is sponsoring
wildfire-related legislation to clarify and
declare the limited role of public water
systems during wildfires. While water
systems support firefighting, they are

not designed or intended for wildfire
defense or suppression, and it would be
impractical and costly to require them to
function as such. The bill proposal would
establish that water supply or pressure
limitations during a wildfire are not a
substantial cause of wildfire damages and
that wildfire spread is not an inherent
risk of water system design. It also would
require certain urban water suppliers in
high fire-risk areas to include wildfire-
specific response procedures in their
emergency response plans.

Status: The bill is awaiting introduction in
the Senate.

Wildfire Impacts

Author: Senator Shannon Grove

(D-Bakersfield)

What it would do: SB 899 would require
the California Wildfire and Forest
Resilience Task Force, created by Gov.
Gavin Newsom, to assess the health costs
and impacts of high-severity wildfire
smoke to better value the importance of
investing in achieving the Task Force’s
Action Plan goals. ACWA is co-sponsoring
the bill with the California Forest
Watershed Alliance.

Status: The bill is currently in the Senate.

Prop 4

Author: Assemblymember David Alvarez
(D-San Diego)

THIS MONTH

ACWA Position: Support

What it would do: AB 35 would

exempt Proposition 4 spending from

the regulatory process. A full exemption
would enable funds to be deployed more
quickly and efficiently, ensuring that
protracted administrative processes do not
hold up vital projects. An exemption from
the Administrative Procedure Act would
not eliminate transparency, consultation
or public engagement, but would instead
streamline implementation, maintain
consistency across programs and avoid
creating barriers to delivering critical
funding where it is most needed.

Status: The bill passed the Assembly
in January and is moving through the
Senate.

ACWA H ISTO RY

10 years ago

In the face of ongoing drought
conditions, the State Water Resources
Control Board adopted an emergency
conservation regulation that extended

an original regulation through October,
with a few limited adjustments to reflect
climate, growth and development of some
drought-resilient potable water supplies
since 2013.

20 years ago

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger declared
a state of emergency for the state’s levee
system following an aerial survey. The
declaration sought to accelerate needed
repairs at 24 critical sites.

30 years ago

An ACWA-sponsored workshop in Costa
Mesa hosted Robert Poole, President of

4 . ACWANEWS Vol. 54 No. 02

the Reason Foundation, who delivered a
keynote address about his organization’s
publishing a study arguing for the
privatization of California’s public water
agencies.

40 years ago

ACWA’s Board of Directors approved an
association bylaw change that created a
new special Groundwater Committee,
charged with monitoring state and federal
policy affecting groundwater quality and
extraction.

50 years ago

State Sen. Peter H. Behr introduced SB
1482, a bill aimed at circumventing a U.S.
District Court decision as well as popular
electoral support of the New Melones
Dam Project, as expressed by the defeat
of Proposition 17 the previous year. Bill

sponsors acknowledged their intent was
to prevent the building of New Melones
Dam, which at that point had cost the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers nearly
$100 million. &

Workers build New Melones Dam in
an undated photo. Fifty years ago,
state legislation sought to stop the
dam’s construction, despite public
support expressed by the defeat of a
proposition.



Dry Conditions Reduce State’s Showpack Levels

The Department of Water Resources
(DWR) on Jan. 30 conducted the second
snow survey of the season at Phillips
Station. The manual survey recorded 23
inches of snow depth and a snow water
equivalent of 8 inches, which is 46% of
average for the location. Statewide, the
snowpack is 59% of average for this date.

Earlier in January, the snowpack was 89%
of average after a series of atmospheric
rivers provided relief from a slow start to
the snowpack. A dry January, which is
historically the wettest month of the year
in California, has now eroded the gains
made at the start of the year.

“After the storms at the start of the year
gave way to warm, dry conditions, those
early gains we saw have flatlined or slightly
eroded,” stated Andy Reising, Manager of
DWR’s Snow Survey’s and Water Supply

Forecasting Unit, in a news release.
“Recent California winters have seen this
pattern of long, dry and warm stretches
interrupted by intense storms. We are
now two-thirds through what should be
the best snow-producing months of the
year. While there is still time for February
and March to deliver additional snow, the
farther into the season we get with below
average conditions, the harder it will be to
catch up”

While the state has experienced a recent
dry spell, major reservoirs statewide are
currently 126% of average thanks to recent
precipitation on top of three consecutive
years of above-average snowpack
conditions.

In a Jan. 29 announcement, DWR cited
storms in mid-December as making it
possible for increasing the allocation to the

DWR staff members take
measurements during the second
snow survey of 2026.

Photo courtesy of DWR

State Water Project to 30% of requested
supplies, up from the initial allocation of
10% on December

The next snow survey is tentatively
scheduled for March 2.

ACWA and Water Community Voice Support for HRL
Program at State Water Board

ACWA staff and member agency
representatives and organizations spoke
in support of the Healthy Rivers and
Landscapes (HRL) Program as the best
pathway for updating the Bay-Delta Plan
during a State Water Resources Control
Board hearing Jan. 28-30.

Their public comments were the latest in
ACWAs years-long effort through public
testimony, comment letters and coalition
building to support the HRL Program,
formerly known as Voluntary Agreements.

The State Water Board is currently
considering potential updates to the
Sacramento River watershed, Delta
eastside tributaries, and Delta portions of
the Bay-Delta Plan. ACWA supports the
HRL Program as the preferred pathway for

updating the Bay-Delta Plan as opposed to
an approach based solely on a percentage
of flows.

Speaking on Jan. 30, ACWA State
Relations Advocate Stephen Pang thanked
State Water Board members and staff for
their work on updating the Bay-Delta Plan,
and for allowing public comment during
multiple hearings.

“Finally, we'd ask that the State Water
Board do everything you can to advance
and adopt the Sacramento-Delta update
to the Bay-Delta Plan in a timely manner,”
Pang said. “Finalizing the update will
deliver the ecological assets required to
restore species and habitats that can’t
afford delay, while at the same time,
providing the regulatory foundation

needed to sustain economic productivity,
maintain affordability and protect public
health”

ACWA also submitted written comments
with technical feedback about the HRL
Program’s incorporation in the updated
Bay-Delta Plan. ACWA was among several
organizations speaking in support of the
HRL Program, many of which highlighted
the success of HRL programs already
underway and producing results.

The State Water Board is expected to
consider approval of the draft final
Sacramento/Delta updates by the end
0f2026. Additional information and
background is available on ACWA’s
website at acwa.com/hrl-program. é
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Valley County Water District

Celebrates 100 Years

(14

“Every improvement we have made is an investment in a future,
where the district continues to deliver safe and reliable water.”

— General Manager Jose Martinez
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What began in 1926 as the Baldwin Park
County Water District, originally formed
to meet the growing needs of a small
agricultural community, has evolved into
Valley County Water District (VCWD) —a
modern, full-service public water provider
known for its innovation, transparency and
commitment to stewardship.

From its original handful of wells and
pipelines, the district’s water system has
expanded to serve nearly 70,000 residents
across a 10-square-mile service area

that includes portions of Baldwin Park,
Irwindale, West Covina and Azusa. VCWD
continues to draw its primary water supply
from the Main San Gabriel Groundwater
Basin, which is an essential regional source
that the district helps protect through
responsible management and collaboration
with neighboring agencies.

Building for the Future

“« . .
Every improvement we have made is an
investment in a future, where the district

continues to deliver safe and reliable water,”
said General Manager Jose Martinez.

The district faced major challenges in the
1980s when industrial contamination
affected local groundwater supplies. Multiple
water treatment plants built as a result remain
critical to regional remediation efforts.

VCWD’s connection to the community
includes robust outreach and educational
programs. They have been honored for
exemplary workforce safety standards, and
are frequent presenters at regional, national
and international water conferences. The
district has a deep appreciation for its
history, dedicated leadership, management
team and employees who uphold the values
of innovation and stewardship.

“Our next century begins now with a strong
foundation built on trust, expertise and a
shared commitment to the community we
serve,” said Board President David Muse. é

Opposite page, top: VCWD leadership celebrates the opening of its new headquarters
during a 2023 ribbon cutting with (I-r) General Manager Jose Martinez and Board
Directors Javier E. Vargas, President David L. Muse, Vice President Jazmin Leos, Lenet

Pacheco and Ralph Galvan.

Opposite page, bottom: Photos show VCWD employees in 1974 and during a 1955

celebration.

Bottom: The current VCWD employee team continues maintaining a legacy of

resilience and community trust.
Photos courtesy of VCWD

DISTRICT FACTS

Location
Baldwin Park

Established
1926

Main Water Source

Main San Gabriel
Groundwater Basin

Water System

« 4 active production
wells producing
8,450 gallons per
minute

3 Granular Activated
Carbon treatment
facilities

9.5 million gallon
per day Lante
Groundwater
Treatment Facility

6 reservoirs
containing a total of
10 million gallons

120 miles of water
main pipelines

12,470 service
connections
Notable Projects

+ New Administrative
and Operations
Headquarters

Design of Booster
Pump Station and 2
New Reservoirs

Trust the Tap
Trademark

Aquacademy
Education Program

Website

www.vcwd.org

Learn more
about
VCWD’s
history
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L3y EXPLORING THE WATER WORLD
PR/ NLULE ACROSS SOCIAL MEDIA

Part of the genius behind social media is getting to interact with your followers
and customers in a relaxed setting. Finding engaging content that also
educates and inspires can be difficult, but when you find something that works

it can feel so good!

Below are great examples of Instagram content that encourages interaction.

Coachella Valley Water District
(@cvwdh20) shared some ‘gram-
worthy’ photos of desert landscaping
and asked followers to guess which
one was an Al creation.

City of
Sacramento
Utilities
(@sacdou)

\\ : @ made important
information
entertaining

and sharable by
creating a reel

Use a broom
orarake to

clear leaves > of “5 ways to
and debris

away from prepare for the

storm drains storm” ahead

Aol of expected
rain back in
December.

Western Municipal Water District
(@westernwaterca) capitalized on the success
of a video of two Western Water team
members shutting off a broken fire hydrant
(that got 1.5 million views and 543 comments!)
with a follow up video explaining why it takes
two people to get the job done. They get
bonus points for using the trend of showing off
“jobs that do not require two people.”

cvwdh2o &
@ Coschella Valley

Canjyoultelliwhich
desert '

Qu Qs ¥ H
@3> Liked by westernwaterca and others

cvwdh2o When desert landscaping is 50 good, it can compete
with Al &3

Q

Jobs that.donot require two people:

3
Do 5

wy vestdiiiaioma L]
Batte

2o 2

Check out these creative posts and get inspired to find ways to engage your

followers.

ACWA highlights creative social media posts from member agencies so be sure
to follow along (and tag us!) on Facebook, X, LinkedIn, YouTube and Instagram

@ACWAWater.


https://www.associationofcaliforniawateragencies-digital.com/acwg/2025_member_directory/MobilePagedReplica.action?pm=2&folio=AD#pg1

MEMBER NEWS

Met Breaks Ground on LA Water Resilience Project

The Metropolitan Water District of - ) p—— _—

. .. perations In Lalirornia prougnt Years:
Southern California in January broke New pumps push additional Colorado River
ground on a $280 million project to brlng water to communities that need it
additional sources of water to Southern

Joseph Jensen
California communities hit particularly Water Treatment Plant
e

hard by the state’s last drought. i

&

A

( | F.E. Weymouth
” Water Treatment Plant
. 4

The Sepulveda Feeder Pump Stations © ) \
Project will allow Metropolitan to reverse o N~ o

. . . . r dl J " / reatment
flows in its system if needed during severe =1/ """, ant

. . . v . P — e

California droughts, pushing water from enice Pump ! ; O _
the Colorado River and Diamond Valley EAC e O EAR - - -

Lake into communities that currently have
limited access to these resources. These

areas normally rely almost exclusively on Source Supply O Bober . Skmnr
water from the northern Sierra, delivered - /

through the State Water Project. e

During the 2020-22 drought, when Map courtesy of Metropolitan

California saw its three driest years on

record and State Water Project deliveries
General Manager Shivaji Deshmukh in reversing normal flows in the existing

a Metropolitan news release. “When we Sepulveda Feeder pipeline.
saw the impacts of this historic drought
on some portions of our service area, we
committed to taking action to avoid this
ever happening again.”

were severely curtailed, these communities
in Ventura County and Los Angeles
County did not have sufficient water

When the project is complete, expected
to meet normal demands. As a result,

in early 2029, Metropolitan will be able to
deliver up to 22,000 acre-feet of additional
water annually to the State Water Project-
The Sepulveda Feeder Pump Stations dependent area during severe droughts.
Project helps fulfill that commitment.
It consists of building two new pump
stations that, when needed, can push

residents and businesses were required to
dramatically reduce their water use.

“Metropolitan had never before imposed
such stror.lg reductions mn water use The pump stations are being constructed
on a portion of our service area. It was in 2 manner that will allow them to be
readily expanded in the future depending
on water supply conditions and future

board approvals. é

an unprecedented situation sparked
by the hotter temperatures and more
extreme droughts we are facing as the
climate changes,” stated Metropolitan

Colorado River water and water stored
in Diamond Valley, into northern Los
Angeles and southern Ventura counties,

Lower Yuba River Accord Extended Through 2050

The State Water Resources Control Board science-based minimum instream flowsto ~ “The Accord has served as a model for
in January unanimously adopted an order protect spring-run Chinook salmon and collaboration and partnership, which
extending its approval of the landmark steelhead trout, using a flexible framework  has resulted in improved conditions for
Lower Yuba River Accord for another 25 that adjusts based on annual hydrology. fish and water security for the people of
years. Specifically, the Board approved Yuba  The Accord also integrates surface water California. And, it’s proof that when you
Water Agency’s petition for a long-term and groundwater management. sit down with people and focus on your
extension of the points of diversion and common interests, you can accomplish
places of use associated with the Lower The State Water Board's action followed really remarkable things,” stated Yuba
Yuba River Accord through 2050. the completion of a comprehensive Water General Manager Willie Whittlesey
environmental review and an evidentiary in a news release. é
Since the mid-2000s, the Accord has hearing by the State Water Board’s
advanced a broad suite of important Administrative Hearing Office.

benefits. They include the application of
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PEOPLE NEWS

Member Agencies Name Board Officers

Beaumont-Cherry Valley WD

The Beaumont-
Cherry Valley
Water District
Board of Directors
has approved officer
assignments for
2026, naming Lona
Williams as President and Andy Ramirez
as Vice President. David Hoffman was
appointed Secretary and John Covington
will serve as Treasurer.

Lona Williams

East Bay MUD

The East Bay
Municipal Utility
District Board

of Directors has
elected Luz Gomez

as President and
Valerie Lewis as

Luz Gémez

Vice President.

Go6mez was appointed to the Board in
2024 to replace former Director John A.
Coleman after his resignation and then
elected the same year, along with Lewis.

Marina Coast WD

The Marina Coast
Water District

has elected

Gail Morton as
President and Jan
Shriner as Vice

President. Morton

Gail Morton

was first appointed to the Board in 2021
and elected the following year, serving as
President during the past two years. Shriner
was first elected to the Board in 2010,
serving as President 2021-23.

Mission Springs WD
The Mission Springs Water District

recently announced the annual
reorganization of its Board of Directors

10 - ACWANEWS Vol. 54 No. 02

for 2026, electing
Amber Duff as
President. Robert
Griffith will
continue serving as
Vice President.

Amber Duff
Moulton Niguel WD

The Moulton
Niguel Water
District Board

of Directors has
unanimously
selected Brian
Probolsky to serve

Brian Probolsky

as Board President.

The Board also chose Diane Rifkin and
Richard S. Fiore to serve as Board vice-
presidents. In addition, Brian Parker was
appointed to the Board by a unanimous
vote.

Otay Water District

The Otay Water
District Board of
Directors in January
elected Francisco
X. Rivera as
President for 2026.
The Board also
elected Mark Robak as Vice President and
Delfina Gonzalez as Treasurer.

Francisco Rivera

Rivera was originally appointed to the
Board in 2024.

Rowland WD

The Rowland Water
District Board

of Directors has
selected Anthony
J. Lima to serve as

President. Vanessa

Anthony Lima

Hsu will continue
serving as Vice President.

Santa Margarita WD

The Santa
Margarita Water
District Board
of Directors has
appointed Laura
Freese as Board
President and

Laura Freese

Frank Ury as Vice President.

Upper Water

The Upper San
Gabriel Valley
Municipal Water
District (Upper
Water) has elected
Dr. Katarina
“Katie” Garcia as

Dr. Katie Garcia

President. Garcia has served on the Board
since 2020 and is the first Latina and Asian-
Pacific Islander to serve as President in the
district’s history.

The Board also confirmed its 2026 officer
slate, electing Dr. Anthony R. Fellow as
Vice President, Ed Chavez as Treasurer
and Jennifer Santana as Secretary.

Western Water

The Western
Municipal Water
District Board
of Directors has
confirmed the
continuation

Laura Roughton

of its current
officers with Laura Roughton serving as
President, Fauzia Rizvi as Vice President
and Brenda Dennstedt as Secretary/
Treasurer. &


https://smwd.com/491/5958/Laura-Freese
https://smwd.com/491/5958/Laura-Freese
https://www.smwd.com/268/Frank-Ury

PEOPLE NEWS

Tom Barcellos

Barcellos Appointed to USDA
Committee

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service
Agency has appointed Tom Barcellos, President of
the Lower Tule River Irrigation District, as Chair of
the California USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA)
state committee.

Barcellos, from Porterville, was among five
agricultural leaders appointed to the FSA state
committee by USDA Secretary of Agriculture

Brooke L. Rollins. He is a member of ACWA’s
Region 7 Board, owns diversified crop and dairy
enterprises and has held multiple leadership roles
on numerous agricultural boards.

Rollins appoints members of the FSA state
committee, which is responsible for the oversight of
farm programs and county committee operations,
resolving program delivery appeals from the
agriculture community, maintaining cooperative
relations with industry stakeholders and keeping
producers informed about current FSA programs. é

Friant Water Authority Names
Amaral as CEO

Friant Water Authority (FWA) in January
appointed Johnny Amaral as CEO, replacing Jason
Phillips, who left FWA last November to pursue a
leadership role in the private sector.

Amaral originally joined FWA in 2019 as Chief of
External Affairs and was appointed Chief Operating
Officer in early 2022. As CEO, he will focus on

protecting the Friant water supply, safeguarding
critical infrastructure such as the Friant-Kern Canal
and strengthening trusted partnerships across the
region.

Prior to joining FWA, Amaral served as Deputy
General Manager for External Affairs at Westlands
Water District and began his career in public
service as Chief of Staff to U.S. Rep. Devin Nunes,
where he worked on water and public policy
matters for more than 13 years. &

Jorianne Jernberg

SMWD Names Jernberg
Deputy GM
Santa Margarita Water District (SMWD) has

named Jorianne Jernberg as Deputy General
Manager.

She brings more than a decade of leadership in
water and infrastructure finance, most recently
from Washington, D.C., where she served as a

JOB HUNTING?

Discover career opportunities across California’s

Division Director of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s Water Infrastructure Finance
and Innovation Act, or WIFIA, program.

Jernberg’s work spans water reuse, desalination,
stormwater and wastewater improvements. Prior
to her role with the EPA, she spent a decade in the
transportation sector, focusing on infrastructure
finance. &

water industry — from engineering to public policy.” §

Explore the possibilities today. #

acwa.com/careers
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Need to update your contact
information?
Email updates@acwa.com

May 5 -7, 2026
Sacramento, CA

Register "cloy

MOST CLICKED

Subscribe to ACWA's eNews at
acwa.com/newsletters/ACWA-eNews
for weekly email updates on the latest
association news. Check out some of
the top stories from the past month on

ACWA's website.

GWRS Surpasses Half a Trillion Gallons
of Purified Water — Jan. 27

Barcellos Appointed to USDA Committee

Yuba Water Agency Announces 25-year
Extension of the Landmark Lower Yuba
River Accord — Jan. 22

Driving ACWA's Strategic Plan:
Empowering Regions and Committees —

Upper Water Elects New Board
President, Dr. Katarina Garcia — Jan. 29

Association of California Water Agencies

980 9th Street, Suite 1000
Sacramento, CA 95814-3577

Time Valued Material

Periodicals Postage
PAID
Sacramento, CA

UPCaMING EVENTS

Visit acwa

FEB 2026

24—-26

ACWA DC2026
ACWA | Washington D.C.

Join water professionals in Washington,
D.C. to elevate California’s key water issues,
strengthen federal advocacy efforts, and
connect with national policymakers and
agency leaders.

MAR 2026

26

Water 101 Workshop: The Basics & Beyond
Water Education Foundation | Sacramento

The Water 101 Workshop offers a one-day
deep dive into California’s water history,
policy, legal frameworks and current issues,
providing expert-led insights into how water is
managed and moved across the state.

APR 2026

16

ACWA Virtual CLE Workshop 3
ACWA | Virtual

This workshop covers core risk-management
tools, including allocating duties and

rights, insurance and indemnity, and key
term, termination, default and remedies
provisions.

om/events

and registration

MAR 2026

11

Lower Colorado River Tour 2026
Water Education Foundation | Las Vegas

Join the Water Education Foundation to
explore the Lower Colorado River firsthand
where virtually every drop of the river is
allocated, yet demand is growing from myriad
sources — increasing population, declining
habitat, drought and climate change.

MAR 2026

31-APR 2

19th Biennial Symposium on Managed
Aquifer Recharge
GRA | Sacramento

Explore managed aquifer recharge through
expert sessions, workshops, case studies
and field-based practices, while connecting
with peers to advance resilient groundwater
and water resource management.

MAY 2026
ACWA 2026 Spring Conference
ACWA | Sacramento

ACWA conferences are the premier event
for water industry professionals to learn,
network, and engage through various
programs and exhibits. It brings together
experts and leaders to discuss key water
issues and innovations.
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