Alexandra Berenter has been working on water issues
for nearly 15 years and currently serves as the Deputy
Director of External Affairs for the City of San Diego’s
Public Utilities Department. Since joining the City in
2019, she has served in two mayoral administrations,
advising on key water issues before transitioning into
executive leadership for the utility. In addition to her
current role, she has overseen the department’s
human resources, safety, training, and contracting
teams, gaining a comprehensive understanding of
utility operations and workforce management.

In her current role, Alexandra leads the department’s
communications, legislative affairs, intergovernmental coordination, and
stakeholder engagement strategies, supporting one of the largest water and
wastewater utilities in California. She serves as a key advisor to City leadership
on regional, state, and federal water policy matters and plays an active role in
advancing the City’s water, wastewater, and recycled water initiatives.

Before joining the City, Alexandra was Director of Public Affairs at the
Downtown San Diego Partnership, where she led strategic policy and advocacy
efforts to foster economic development. She began her career in Washington,
D.C., where she served as congressional staff for six years. There, she managed a
diverse legislative portfolio and led California water negotiations for the House
delegation. Her work helped secure the inclusion of drought-related provisions
in the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Act.

A native San Diegan, Alexandra holds a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from
Washington University in St. Louis. She is committed to strong regional
collaboration and believes ACWA is essential in helping agencies navigate
today’s evolving water landscape.



