
 

 

 
 

 
 

ACWA Outreach Task Force Meeting 
 

Date: Tuesday, May 13, 2025 
Time: 12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

Location: Monterey Marriott | Room: Ferrantes Bay View 

AGENDA 
 

1. Welcome & Introductions – Cristel Tufenkjian, Chair & Stacy Taylor, Vice Chair 
 
2. ACWA State Update – Julia Hall, State Legislative Director, ACWA 
 
3. ACWA Federal Update – Caleb Raspler, Federal Relations Representative, ACWA 
 
4. Perspectives on Outreach – Jennifer Burke, Water Director, Santa Rosa Water, 2025 Most 

Effective Agency on a Federal Issue 
 

5. Review of 2024 Advocacy and Engagement Statistics – Jennifer Rotz, Senior Regional Affairs 
Representative, ACWA 

 
6. Creative Tactics to Boost Outreach Award Awareness and Applications – All  
 
7. Other Business/Adjourn – Cristel Tufenkjian  

 
 

Meeting Handouts 
Outreach Task Force Meeting Recap 
2024-‘25 Outreach Task Force Roster 

Outreach Ambassador & Captains Roles and Responsibilities 
ACWA Priority Issues 

ACWA Regulatory Roundup 
ACWA Outreach Awards 

ACWA Outreach Handbook 
 

Next Meeting 
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2025 

Time: 12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.  
Location: ACWA Fall Conference, San Diego, CA 

https://www.acwa.com/resources/outreach-handbook/


 

 

 ACWA Outreach Task Force Meeting 
 

December 3, 2024 | 12:30 – 1:30 p.m.  
ACWA Fall Conference, Palm Desert, CA 

 
MEETING RECAP 

 
Chair Cristel Tufenkjian and Vice Chair Stacy Taylor welcomed everyone to the meeting and lead a round 
of self-introductions with attendees. 
 
ACWA Deputy Executive Director for Government Affairs, Cindy Tuck provided an update on ACWA’s 
advocacy efforts during the 2024 legislative session.  
 
ACWA Federal Relations Representative, Caleb Raspler, provided an update on Federal regulatory and 
legislative activity in DC.  
 
Charlotte Lopez Holifield, Manager of External Affairs, Calleguas Municipal Water District & Anjanette 
Shadley, Assistant General Manager, Western Canal Water District provided an agency spotlight and 
best practices for agency outreach.  
 
ACWA Senior Regional Affairs Representative, Michael Cervantes provided an overview of ACWA’s Fall 
Outreach awards.  
 
The next Task Force meeting will take place in person at ACWA Spring Conference on May 13, 2025 in 
Sacramento.  
  
The meeting adjourned.  
 



 

 

ACWA’s 2024-‘25 Outreach Task Force Roster  
The Outreach Task Force is comprised of region appointed outreach captains, two at-large appointments, and 
two representatives from each of the following committees: Communications, Federal Affairs, Groundwater, 

Local Government, State Legislative, Water Management, Water Quality. Committee representatives as well as 
at-large representatives are appointed by the ACWA President.  

 
At Large: 
Stacy Taylor, Water Policy Manager, Mesa Water 
District, Region 10 (Vice Chair)  
Email: stacyt@mesawater.org  
 
Eric Grubb, Govt. & Public Affairs Manager, 
Cucamonga Valley Water District, Region 9  
Email: ericg@cvwdwater.com  
 
Communications: 
Nick Janes, Byron Bethany Irrigation District, Region 
5 
Email: n.janes@bbid.org  
 
Judy Shay, Public Affairs Director, Palmdale Water 
District, Region 8 
Email: jshay@palmdalewater.org  
 
Federal Affairs: 
Abby Schneider, Executive Legislative Rep., 
Metropolitan Water of So. CA, Region 8  
 Email: aschneider@mwdh2o.com  
 
Josh Weimer, External Affairs Manager, Turlock 
Irrigation District, Region 4 
Email: jmweimer@TID.ORG  
 
Groundwater: 
Deanna Jackson, General Manager, Tri-County 
Water Authority, Region 6 
Email: djackson@tcwater.org  
 
Trevor Joseph, Manager of Technical Services, 
Sacramento Suburban Water District, Region 4 
Email: tjoseph@rwah2o.org  

Local Government: 
Scott Ratterman, Director, Calaveras Water District, 
Region 3 
Email: ccwdratterman@gmail.com  
 
T. Milford Harrison, Board Commissioner, San 
Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District, Region 
9 
Email: milfordharrison@aol.com  
 
State Legislative Committee: 
Teresa Penunuri, Communications Manager, Sante 
Fe Irrigation District, Region 10 
Email: tpenunuri@sfidwater.org  
 
Anjanette Shadley, Assistant General Manager, 
Western Canal Water District, Region 2 
Email: anjanette@westerncanal.com  
 
Water Management: 
Aaron Fukuda, General Manager, Tulare Irrigation 
District, Region 7 
Email: akf@tulareid.org  
 
Peter Martin, Deputy Director of Water Resources, 
City of Santa Rosa, Region 1 
Email: pmartin@srcity.org  
 
Water Quality: 
Josh Watkins, Water Utility Manager, City of 
Redding, Region 2 
Email: jwatkins@cityofredding.org  
 
Sarah Palmer, President, Zone 7 Water Agency, 
Region 5   
Email: palmer.sarahL@gmail.com 
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2024-‘25 Region Outreach Captains 
(Appointed by the Regions) 

 
Region 1 
Nicole Dorotinsky, Legislative & Regulatory Affairs 
Officer, City of Santa Rosa 
Email: ndorotinsky@srcity.org  
 
Greg Orsini, Board President, McKinleyville 
Community Services District,  
Email: gorsini@mckinleyvillecsd.com 
 
Brad Sherwood, Assistant General Manager, 
Sonoma Water 
Email: brad.sherwood@scwa.ca.gov 
 
Region 2 
Adam Robin, Govt. Relations Manager,  
Yuba Water Agency  
Email: ARobin@yubawater.org  
 
David Coxey, General Manager, Bella Vista Water 
Agency 
Email: dcoxey@bvwd.org  
 
Region 3 
Kelly Gerkensmeyer, Water Resources Specialist, 
Calaveras County Water District 
Email: kellyg@ccwd.org 
 
Michael Saunders, President, Georgetown Divide 
Public Utility District,  
Email: msaunders@gd-pud.org 
 
Region 4 
Ryan Ojakian, Legislative & Regulatory Manager, 
Regional Water Authority 
Email: rojakian@rwah2o.org  
 
Region 5 
Alexandra Bradley, Communications Specialist, 
Zone 7 Water Agency,  
Email: abradley@zone7water.com 
 
Region 6 
Cristel Tufenkjian, Director of External Affairs, 
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Email: ctufenkjian@mcmullinarea.org   

Region 7 
Vacant 
 
Region 8 
Patty Cortez, Director of Govt.& Community Affairs, 
Upper San Gabriel Valley Water District 
Email: patty@usgvmwd.org  
 
Augustine Han, Water Policy & Resources 
Development Analyst II, West Basin Municipal 
Water District  
Email: AugustineH@westbasin.org  
 
Charlotte Holifield, Manager of External Affairs/ 
PIO, Calleguas Municipal Water District  
Email: cholifield@calleguas.com  
 
Jeremey Wolf, Legislative Program Manager, Las 
Virgenes Municipal Water District  
Email: jwolf@lvmwd.com 
 
Region 9 
Danielle Coats, Senior Public & Govt. Affairs 
Manager, Rancho Water 
Email: coatsd@ranchowater.com  
 
James Morales, Board Member, East Valley Water 
District  
Email: jmoralesjr@eastvalley.org  
 
Antonio Ortega, Government Affairs Officer, 
Imperial Irrigation District 
Email: aortega@iid.com  
 
Region 10  
Alicia Harasty, Legislative Affairs Liaison, Orange 
County Water District 
Email: adunkin@ocwd.com  
 
Melissa McChesney, Communications Manager, 
Padre Dam Municipal Water District 
Email: mmcchesney@padre.org  
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PROGRAM HISTORY
In November 2000, the ACWA Board of 
Directors approved the development 
of an Outreach Program to serve as the 
grassroots function for the association 
and actively engage members in 
advancing ACWA’s legislative and 
regulatory goals. Since that time, 
ACWA’s Outreach Program has grown 
to over 2,100 members. The program 
has positively influenced legislation in 
Sacramento and Washington D.C. 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW
ACWA speaks as one voice for 
California water, but can only do so 
with the backing of an informed, 
engaged membership. ACWA 
member involvement — through direct 
outreach to legislators, regulators 
and administration officials — is what 
strengthens the association’s state and 
federal advocacy efforts.

GENERAL DUTIES / RESPONSIBILITIES
Ambassadors:
•	 Share ACWA Alerts and Advisories with appropriate staff 

and board members at your agency. 

•	 Determine if your agency will take action in response to 
an ACWA Alert. 

•	 Coordinate with your region outreach captain(s) to share 
ACWA’s Alerts and Advisories within your ACWA region.

Outreach Captains:
•	 Serve by appointment of the ACWA region boards for a 

two-year term.

•	 Serve on the Outreach Task Force.

•	 Participate in Outreach Task Force meetings.

•	 Provide outreach updates during region membership 
meetings at ACWA Spring and Fall Conference.

•	 Coordinate with your ACWA region board on outreach to 
your region. 

•	 Develop a broad outreach list of your region’s State 
and Federal elected and appointed officials to extend 
ACWA’s reach and message.

•	 Recruit more ambassadors within your region and offer 
to serve as a resource for them.

•	 Participate in and promote ACWA Outreach Awards.

ACWA OUTREACH PROGRAM

ROLE OF 
OUTREACH 
CAPTAINS AND 
AMBASSADORS

LEARN MORE  
ABOUT THE 
OUTREACH 
PROGRAM

https://www.acwa.com/my-acwa/outreach-program/


 SB 601 – Wastewater Discharge Bill 
ACWA is leading a coalition in opposition of SB 601 (Allen, D-Santa Monica), 
which would needlessly complicate the state’s wastewater discharge permitting 
system, potentially lead to frivolous litigation and likely result in higher water 
bills for Californians. The bill passed out of the Senate Judiciary Committee with 
amendments on April 29 and will be heard next in the Senate Appropriations 
Committee. The bill was introduced with the intent of safeguarding California’s water 
quality protection regime from federal rollbacks; however, its approach would go far 
beyond simply maintaining the status quo. It would expand upon federal permitting 
requirements and exposing water agencies to significant liability, ultimately 
restricting progress toward overcoming the state’s severe housing shortage while 
answering water supply reliability challenges. More information and a link to join the 
coalition is available in an Alert at acwa.com/notifications. 

STAFF CONTACT
Soren Nelson
Senior State Relations 
Advocate
sorenn@acwa.com

AB 794 – Emergency Regulation 
ACWA continues asking members to join an oppose-unless-amended coalition 
against AB 794, which would require the State Water Resources Control Board on 
or before Dec. 31, 2026, to adopt an emergency regulation and initiate a primary 
drinking water standard for PFAS consistent with the current federal standard. The 
Assembly Appropriations Committee placed the bill on its suspense file on April 
23. Of significant concern to ACWA, this bill would circumvent the state’s existing 
process for setting drinking water standards that appropriately includes scientific 
review, evaluation of cost and public input. More information and a link to join the 
coalition is available in an Alert at acwa.com/notifications. 

STAFF CONTACT
Chelsea Haines
Director of State 
Regulatory Relations
chelseah@acwa.com

Low-Income Rate Assistance Program
SB 350, introduced by Senator María Elena Durazo (D-Los Angeles), would require 
the State Water Board to create a Water Rate Assistance Program to provide 
financial assistance for both drinking water and wastewater services to low-
income residential ratepayers. The bill passed out of the Senate Energy, Utilities 
and Communications Committee April 23 and is scheduled to be heard May 5 in 
the Senate Appropriations Committee. ACWA believes a water and wastewater 
low-income rate assistance program – if designed in a reasonable, efficient and 
effective manner – is an appropriate approach. ACWA is urging member agencies 
to join an association-led coalition to oppose SB 350 unless the bill is appropriately 
amended to create a workable and efficient LIRA program. A link to join the 
coalition is available in an Alert at acwa.com/notifications. 

STAFF CONTACT
Soren Nelson
Senior State Relations 
Advocate
sorenn@acwa.com

Celebrate Water Awareness Month in May
ACWA is encouraging member agencies to participate in Water Awareness Month 
by downloading the toolkit and utilizing customizable social media posts and 
graphics — including generalized posts for both urban and agricultural agencies — 
and the Water Awareness Month logo. The toolkit is available free to members at 
acwa.com/resources.

STAFF CONTACT
Caroline Meade
Senior Communications 
Specialist
carolinem@acwa.com

ACWA UPDATE ON PRIORITY ISSUES

MAY 2025

A high-level look at recent ACWA activity and initiatives.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5PK82ZP
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ACWA-sponsored SB 394 – Water Theft
SB 394 (Allen, D-Santa Monica), co-sponsored by ACWA and Las Virgenes 
Municipal Water District, is on the Senate floor awaiting a third reading. It will then 
be headed to the Assembly. The bill would allow local agencies providing water 
services to adopt an ordinance with enhanced penalties for water theft from a 
fire hydrant. Additionally, SB 394 would remove the one-year reset on existing 
penalties for the third and additional violations for water theft committed via meter 
tampering and other methods. This bill would also help agencies recover damages 
by authorizing utilities to pursue civil remedies against any person who tampers 
with or diverts water from a fire hydrant without authorization. More information 
and a link to join ACWA’s coalition is available in an Alert at acwa.com/notifications.  

STAFF CONTACT
Julia Hall
Director of State 
Legislative Relations
juliah@acwa.com

Federal PFAS Liability 
ACWA is encouraging member agencies to contact their elected officials in the 
U.S. House of Representatives and urge them to co-sponsor H.R. 1267, the Water 
Systems PFAS Liability Protection Act. If enacted into law, the bill would exempt 
water systems from liability under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), also known as the Superfund Law. 
This narrowly tailored exemption would align with the historical objective of the 
CERCLA statute to hold polluters responsible, not the passive receivers such as 
drinking water and wastewater systems. More information is available in an ACWA 
Alert at acwa.com/notifications. 

STAFF CONTACT
Libby Spekhardt
Federal Relations 
Representative 
libbys@acwa.com

WOTUS Update
ACWA recently submitted a comment letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers encouraging regulatory continuity within 
any revised definition of the waters of the United States, or WOTUS, regulation. The 
letter is the latest in a years-long federal advocacy effort by ACWA to help shape 
the WOTUS regulatory environment in ways that do not unduly burden member 
agencies financially or by unnecessarily delay critical infrastructure projects. More 
information is available at acwa.com/newsroom. ACWA’s full comment letter is 
available at acwa.com/resources. 

STAFF CONTACT
Ian Lyle
Director of Federal 
Relations
ianl@acwa.com

Water Measurement and Reporting Regulation
On April 23, ACWA submitted comments on the State Water Board’s draft Water 
Measurement and Reporting Regulations (Regulations). The Regulations propose 
updates for measuring and reporting requirements for water rights holders that 
divert over 10 acre-feet per year. ACWA’s comment letter focuses on providing more 
detailed guidance on the requirements, ensuring weekly submission requirements 
are feasible for large diverters, and more. The full comment letter is available at acwa.
com/resources. More information is available at waterboards.ca.gov.

STAFF CONTACT
Stephen Pang
State Relations 
Advocate
stephenp@acwa.com

Designate Voter for ACWA’s 2026-’27 Elections
ACWA has launched the election process for the 2026-’27 term for President, Vice 
President, and region board members. This year, the election process for officers 
and region boards is now combined. Voting for both sets of candidates will be 
done electronically by each member agency’s designated voter on a single ballot. 
Agencies can now designate their voting representative by visiting acwa.com/
elections and submitting the Authorized Representative and Information Form by 
the June 20 deadline.

CONTACT
For more information, 
visit acwa.com/elections
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UPCOMING ACWA EVENTS 
ACWA SPRING 2025 CONFERENCE 

ACWA will host its Spring 2025 Conference and Exhibition in Monterey, CA from May 13-15. ACWA Policy 
Committee Meetings will be held in person on Tuesday, May 13 (schedule below). Registration is required to 
attend any part of ACWA’s Conference, including the complimentary Committee Meetings. Online registration 
has closed, but onsite registration will be available. 

9:30 AM – 10:45 AM Groundwater Committee 

11:00 AM – 12:15 PM Water Management Committee 

11:00 AM – 12:15 PM Energy Committee 

1:45 PM – 3:00 PM Agriculture Committee 

3:15 PM – 4:30 PM Water Quality Committee 
 

POLICY UPDATES   
FEDERAL   
ACWA’s Federal Regulatory Issues chart is accessible here.   

WATER MANAGEMENT 
California Water Plan 

• The Department of Water Resources (DWR) will, as part of the 
California Water Plan Use and Supply Balances, hold a webinar to 
discuss water balance data foundational to building California’s water 
resilience. 

o Webinar: May 8 at 1:30 pm 

Staff Contact 
Chelsea Haines 
chelseah@acwa.com  
 

Delta Conveyance Project 

• On April 7, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water 
Board) released a Fifth Amended Notice of Public Hearing and 
Procedural Ruling regarding the DWR’s pending petitions for change of 
water rights permits associated with the State Water Project. 

o Public hearing: May 19  

Staff Contact 
Stephen Pang 
stephenp@acwa.com 

Delta Conservancy  

• On April 17, the Delta Conservancy received $29 million in funding 
through Propostition 4 for projects that benefit the Delta. The Delta 
Conservancy is seeking input in determining the best use of funds.  

Staff Contact 
Stephen Pang 
stephenp@acwa.com 

Fees: 2025 Water Quality Certification 

• The State Water Board Water will hold a virtual stakeholder meeting to 
discuss an updated fee methodology to improve consistency and 
predictability of the Water Quality Certification Program revenue 
stream. 

o Stakeholder meeting: May 7 at 1:00 pm  

Staff Contact 
Chelsea Haines 
chelseah@acwa.com  
 

Urban Water Management Plan Guidebook Staff Contact 

https://www.acwa.com/events/2025-spring-conference-expo/
https://www.acwa.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/05-2025-May-RR.pdf
https://water.ca.gov/News/Events/2025/May-25/California-Water-Plan-Water-Use-and-Supply-Balances-Webinar?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/California-Water-Plan/Data-and-Tools?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:chelseah@acwa.com
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/administrative_hearings_office/docs/2025/2025-04-25-fifth-amended-h-notice-dcp.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/administrative_hearings_office/docs/2025/2025-04-25-fifth-amended-h-notice-dcp.pdf
mailto:stephenp@acwa.com
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• DWR anticipates releasing a draft 2025 Urban Water Management Plan 
Guidebook this spring, and a final version by July 1. To access DWR’s 
WUE SharePoint, which includes DWR’s proposed changes, email 
UWMPhelp@water.ca.gov. 

Chelsea Haines 
chelseah@acwa.com  

 

 
Governor Newsom’s Emergency Proclamation in Response to Wildfires 

• On March 1, Governor Newsom issued an Emergency Proclamation that 
authorized the suspension of certain state statutory and regulatory 
requirements, including the California Environmental Quality and 
California Coastal Acts, to expedite eligible fuels reduction projects. 
Information on eligibility requirements is accessible and suspension 
requests can be made here. 

Staff Contact  
Kylie Wright  
kyliew@acwa.com 

 

  
 

AGRICULTURE 
California Department of Food and Agriculture: Strategic Plan  

• On April 7, the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) 

released its Strategic Plan for 2025-2030. The plan updates CDFA’s 

mission, goals, and objectives to safeguard a resilient food system and 

promote an equitable marketplace.  

Staff Contact 
Stephen Pang 
stephenp@acwa.com 

 
 

California Department of Pesticide Regulation: Pesticide Prioritization  

• On April 8, the Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) held a 

workshop to provide an overview of DPR’s pesticide risk 

characterizations, proposed prioritization process, and advisory 

committee structure.  

• Public comments due: May 8  

 Staff Contact 
 Stephen Pang 
stephenp@acwa.com 

 

Regulatory Alignment Study 

• In March, CDFA, in collaboration with the California Environmental 
Protection Agency and the State Water Board, released an update 
highlighting milestones and findings for a study evaluating agriculture-
related food safety and water quality regulatory reporting requirements 
with the goal of streamlining administrative processes. 

o Anticipated release of final report: Fall 2025 

Staff Contact 
Stephen Pang 
stephenp@acwa.com 

 

GROUNDWATER 
 State Intervention: Kern County Subbasin 

• On February 20, the State Water Board held a public hearing to 
consider a probationary designation for the Kern County Subbasin. 
Board members decided to continue the hearing in September and 
requested that the subbasin groundwater sustainability agencies (GSA) 
provide revised draft groundwater sustainability plans (GSPs). There will 
be an additional opportunity for public comment at the continued 
hearing. 

o Revised GSPs due: June 20 
o Public hearing: September 17 at 9:00 am 

Staff Contact 
Soren Nelson 
sorenn@acwa.com  

 

 

 State Intervention: Chowchilla Groundwater Subbasin  

• On April 25, the State Water Board announced that it will consider 
referring the Chowchilla Groundwater Subbasin back to DWR for 

Staff Contact 
Soren Nelson 
sorenn@acwa.com 

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/Urban-Water-Use-Efficiency/Urban-Water-Management-Plans
https://cawater.sharepoint.com/sites/dwr-wusw/SitePages/UWMP-Guidebook.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=Cje0cU&OR=Teams-HL&CT=1716397064066&cid=816d88c3-6a7c-443e-b99f-9ccf55fa34da
mailto:UWMPhelp@water.ca.gov
mailto:chelseah@acwa.com
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2025-3-1.-Forest-Management-Proc.ATTESTED.pdf
https://wildfiretaskforce.org/requests-to-suspend-state-statutes-and-regulations/?utm_source=Klaviyo&utm_medium=campaign&_kx=2IPqOPDF7bXfLqvhd9VWhr5faI831rJXJ5ZqO9RsMCw.XCCtcg
mailto:kyliew@acwa.com
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/exec/public_affairs/pdf/CDFA_Strategic_Plan_2025-2030.pdf
mailto:stephenp@acwa.com
https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/event/04-08-2025-dpr-pesticide-prioritization-workshop/
https://cdpr.commentinput.com/?id=c6HgahZY7
mailto:stephenp@acwa.com
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/RegulatoryAlignment/docs/March_2025_Regulatory_Alignment_Study_Update.pdf
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/RegulatoryAlignment/
mailto:stephenp@acwa.com
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAWRCB/bulletins/3d380b5
mailto:sorenn@acwa.com
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAWRCB/bulletins/3dda8a5
mailto:sorenn@acwa.com
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continued state evaluation and assessment. The Staff Assessment 
concludes that the GSP makes significant progress towards 
sustainability and recommends returning the subbasin back to DWR’s 
jurisdiction.  

o Written comments due May 23 
o Public board meeting: June 3 at 9:00 am 

 

  
 

WATER QUALITY 

State Revolving Fund Environmental Package Requirements 

• On April 9, the State Water Board released a Notice of Public Webinars 
relating to the Division of Financial Assistance’s (DFA) Funding Programs 
Environmental Package (EP) Guidance. The webinars will focus on the 
EP requirements for DFA’s funding programs, including the Clean Water 
and Drinking Water State Revolving Funds (CWSRF and DWSRF).  

o Public webinar: May 15 at 1:00 pm  

Staff Contact 
Nick Blair 
nickb@acwa.com 
 

 

 State Revolving Fund Policy Amendments 
o On April 23, the State Water Board released draft Policy Amendments 

(Policy Amendments) to the CWSRF and the DWSRF. The Policy 

Amendments will update the requirements for obtaining CWSRF and 

DWSRF dollars to align with the respective annual Intended Use Plans. 
The State Water Board also recently released updated the 2024-25 

DWSRF comprehensive list and fundable list, and the CWSRF 

comprehensive list and fundable list.   
o Public hearing on policy amendments: May 6 at 9:00 am 

Staff Contact 
Nick Blair 
nickb@acwa.com 

 

 
 

Onsite Treated Nonpotable Water Systems 

• On March 21, the State Water Board released a Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking regarding the establishment of risk-based water quality 
standards for onsite treatment and reuse of nonpotable water for 
nonpotable end uses in multifamily residential, commercial, and mixed-
use buildings. If adopted, the proposed regulations will replace existing 
California Plumbing Code requirements for graywater, stormwater, and 
rainwater, with some exceptions. 

o Public hearing: May 8 at 1:00 pm 
o Written comments due: May 9 at 12:00 pm 

Staff Contact 
Stephen Pang 
stephenp@acwa.com 

Wasterwater Needs Assessment  

• On April 10, the State Water Board released a Notice of Public Meeting 
for the next three quarterly Wastewater Needs Assessment Advisory 
Group (WWNA) meetings. At the meetings, the WWNA Advisory Group 
will provide information on addressing water-related sanitation system 
needs. 

o Advisory group meetings: July 25 at 9:30 am  

Staff Contact 
Stephen Pang 
stephenp@acwa.com 

Water Quality Coordinating Committee  

• The State Water Board’s Water Quality Coordinating Committee will 
hold a meeting to provide general education and share views of newly 
appointed Committee members. No regulatory action will be taken at 
this meeting. 

o Committee meetings: May 1 at 10:00 am, May 2 at 9:30 am 

Staff Contact 
Nick Blair 

nickb@acwa.com, 
Stephen Pang 
stephenp@acwa.com 
 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/sgma/docs/chowchilla/202504-chowchilla-staff-assessment.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/CAWRCB/2025/04/09/file_attachments/3225455/Env%20Package%20Webinar%20Public%20Notice.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/environmental_requirements.html
mailto:nickb@acwa.com
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/calendar/docs/2025/may/notice_cwsrfpolicy_032125.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/calendar/docs/2025/may/notice_dwsrfpolicy_032125.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/services/funding/documents/2025/2024-25-nov-comp-list.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/services/funding/documents/2025/2024-25-nov-fundable-list.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/srf/docs/2025/updated-2024-25-cwsrf-iup-comp-list.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/srf/docs/2025/updated-2024-25-cwsrf-iup-fundable-list.pdf
mailto:nickb@acwa.com
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/docs/2025/nopr_otnws_032125.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/docs/2025/nopr_otnws_032125.pdf
mailto:stephenp@acwa.com
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/calendar/docs/2025/apr/notice_wwna_041025.pdf
mailto:stephenp@acwa.com
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/calendar/docs/2025/may/notice_wqcc_041825.pdf
mailto:nickb@acwa.com
mailto:stephenp@acwa.com
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 Indicates ACWA Working Group 

 Indicates ACWA Priority Issue  

 

ENERGY 
 Advanced Clean Fleets Regulation 

• The California Air Resources Board (CARB) has delayed bringing 
Assembly Bill 1594 Amendments to the Advanced Clean Fleets 
Regulation (ACF Amendments) for CARB approval following recent 
public input. CARB staff anticipate bringing the ACF Amendments to the 
Board at a later date in 2025. 

o Comments on proposed ACF Amendments due December 31  

Staff Contact 
Nick Blair 
nickb@acwa.com 

 

 
 

Renewables Portfolio Standard  

• The California Energy Commission (CEC) will host a training webinar to 
provide an overview of the annual Renewable Portfolio Standard 
reporting process for load-serving entities.  

o Webinar training: May 7 at 10:00 am  
o Compliance year 2024 reporting deadline: July 1  

Staff Contact 
Nick Blair 
nickb@acwa.com 

 

Clean Transportation Program Investment Plan  

• On April 30, the CEC’s Advisory Committee for the Clean Transportation 
Program Investment Plan held a public meeting to discuss proposed 
guiding principles for the 2025-2026 Investment Plan Update. The 
proposed guiding principles are: identifying multi-year funding 
priorities, funding for light, medium, and heavy duty charging 
infrastructure, support for mulit-family housing units and 
disadvantaged and rural communities, and flexibility and 
responsiveness to changes in federal and private funding. 

o Written comments due May 15 at 5:00 pm 

 Staff Contact 
 Nick Blair 
nickb@acwa.com 

 

 

ACWA COMMENT AND COALITION LETTERS 
• Post-Wildfire Water Quality Guidance, State Water Board, April 11, 2025  

• Water Measurement and Reporting Revisions, State Water Board, April 23, 2025 

To receive a monthly email of Regulatory Roundup, please contact Karla Cardenas. Regulatory Roundup is also available on 
ACWA's website. 

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/public-comments/public-comment-advanced-clean-fleets-ab1594-amendments
mailto:nickb@acwa.com
https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/webinar/2025-05/renewables-portfolio-standard-rps-webinar-2024-rps-annual-reporting
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/renewables-portfolio-standard
mailto:nickb@acwa.com
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/bulletins/3dc6f50
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/clean-transportation-program/clean-transportation-program-10#:~:text=The%20Energy%20Commission's%20Clean%20Transportation,air%2C%20and%20climate%20change%20goals
https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/Ecomment/Ecomment.aspx?docketnumber=25-ALT-01
mailto:nickb@acwa.com
https://www.acwa.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/ACWA-Post-Wildfire-Letter_041125.pdf
https://www.acwa.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/ACWA-Comment-Letter_SB-88-Revised-Regulations_4.23.25-1.pdf
mailto:karlac@acwa.com
https://www.acwa.com/resources/regulatory-roundup/
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The ACWA Outreach Program plays a key role in the association’s advocacy efforts. 
Contacts made by ACWA members with legislators, key regulators, and administration 
officials have directly affected the outcomes of numerous decisions and helped advance 
the association’s legislative and regulatory agenda. 

Regional and Overall Outreach Awards 

Each year, ACWA recognizes the most active ACWA member agencies in each region, as 
well as an overall winner, through the Outreach Awards Program. 

Interaction Points 

Overall interaction is tracked by ACWA staff using a point system. All letters and contacts 
made by members must be consistent with ACWA’s support or oppose positions or stated 
policies for the issue. Contact can be made in the form of a letter (faxed or emailed), email 
message, telephone call or in-person contact. 

Interaction points are awarded as follows: 

• Letter or email – 1 point per addressee (cc’d contacts are not counted). Letters 
must also include bill number, position consistent with ACWA’s, and correct 
legislator(s) or regulatory/administrative officials to be counted. 

• Telephone call – 2 points per call. 

• In-person contact – 3 points per meeting or contact. 

• BONUS POINTS – 5 points will be awarded to an agency that responds to all of the 
ACWA Alerts issued during the calendar year. 

Reporting Interactions 

To receive credit for the ACWA Outreach Awards Program, please use this Outreach 
Interaction form to report emails, phone calls, in person meetings or upload PDF copies of 
letters and faxes. 

Special Outreach Awards 

In addition to the Regional and Overall Outreach Awards, ACWA also offers three special 
outreach awards: Most Active Small Agency, Most Effective Agency on a Federal Issue, and 
Rising Star. 

https://www.acwa.com/about/awards/outreach-awards/outreach-awards-interaction-form/
https://www.acwa.com/about/awards/outreach-awards/outreach-awards-interaction-form/
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ACWA member agencies may apply for all three categories of special recognition if 
eligible. To be recognized through one of these special outreach awards, a member agency 
must submit a separate entry form in addition to reporting interactions. 

The Outreach Task Force will review entries and determine whether recognition is 
warranted in each category. The awards will be made at the discretion of the task force; 
some categories may not be awarded annually. 

The point system used for overall outreach also is used for special recognition interactions. 

Categories and Eligibility 

• Most Active Small Agency: An agency with fewer than 50 full-time employees that 
has engaged on any issue of importance to ACWA may apply for recognition through 
this award.  An itemized list of interactions must be provided. The winner will be 
selected based on the total number of interactions and with consideration of 
agency size. 

• Most Effective Agency on a Federal Issue: An agency that has engaged on a 
federal issue as prioritized by the ACWA Federal Affairs Committee may apply for 
recognition through this award. An itemized list of federal interactions must be 
provided. The winner will be selected based on the total number of federal 
interactions and with consideration of the importance of the issue. 

• Rising Star: An agency that has not participated in the outreach program within the 
past two years and has engaged on any issue of importance to ACWA may apply for 
recognition through this award. An itemized list of interactions must be provided. 
The winner will be selected based on the total number and quality of interactions 
with consideration of past outreach activities. 

For questions about reporting interactions, please contact ACWA Senior Regional Affairs 
Representative Jennifer Rotz at (916) 441-4545. 

 

https://www.acwa.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Special-outreach-award-entry-form.pdf
mailto:jenniferr@acwa.com
tel:(916)441-4545
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ACWA’s Outreach Handbook is a valuable tool for engaging legislators, key regulators and 
administration officials on policy issues that are important to our industry. The handbook is a guide for 
ACWA member agencies to provide Boards of Directors and management with an overview of the 
Association’s Outreach Program. It also serves as a guide for member agencies’ advocacy professionals 
and as a training resource for new staff. With helpful diagrams, hyperlinks and templates, the Outreach 
Handbook will increase your advocacy engagement and effectiveness — from your community to two 
Capitols. Your efforts may even garner an ACWA Outreach Award for your agency!

— Stacy Taylor, Water Policy Manager, Mesa Water District
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The Outreach Program:
A Grassroots Network

History of the Outreach Program
In November 2000, the ACWA Board of Directors approved the development of an Outreach Program to 
serve as the grassroots function for the association and actively engage members in advancing ACWA’s 
legislative and regulatory goals. Since that time, ACWA’s Outreach Program has grown to over 2,100 
members. The program has positively influenced legislation in Sacramento and Washington D.C. As the 
official grassroots arm of the association, ACWA’s 10 region boards play a key role in ensuring participation 
by their region and region committee representatives.

About the Outreach Program
ACWA speaks as one voice for California water, but can only do so with the backing of an informed, 
engaged membership. ACWA member involvement — through direct outreach to legislators, regulators and 
administration officials — is what strengthens the association’s state and federal advocacy efforts.

Any employee at a member agency can become a part of ACWA’s Outreach Program by signing up online 
to receive Alerts and Advisories, joining the Outreach Task Force and becoming an outreach ambassador. 
The data collected through the online form enables ACWA to target participants according to their 
legislative districts and contact with legislators.

Participants automatically enrolled in the Outreach Program include:

ACWA’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

REGION BOARDS  

MEMBERS OF ACWA’S 13 STANDING COMMITTEES  

https://www.acwa.com/my-acwa/outreach-program/become-an-outreach-ambassador/
https://www.acwa.com/about/board-committees/acwa-board-roster/
https://www.acwa.com/my-acwa/regions/
https://www.acwa.com/about/board-committees/committee-information/
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OUTREACH TASK 
FORCE

Helps guide ACWA’s 
Outreach Program, 

implements new policies, 
creates programs and 

resolves issues that arise 
during the two-year term. 
The Outreach Task Force 
is comprised of region 

appointed outreach 
captain(s), two at-large 
appointments, and two 

representatives from each of 
the following committees: 
Communications, Federal 

Affairs, Groundwater, 
Local Government, 

State Legislative, Water 
Management, Water Quality. 
Committee representatives 

as well as at-large 
representatives are appointed 

by the ACWA President.

OUTREACH CAPTAINS
Serves by appointment of the region boards for a 

two-year term. Outreach captains also serve on the 
Outreach Task Force and work closely with region 

board members and ACWA staff to develop outreach 
strategies, coordinate local outreach efforts, advance 
ACWA’s policy goals and recruit Outreach Program 

participants within the region.

OUTREACH AMBASSADORS
Connects your agency to the latest available news 

affecting California’s water community through 
the email list of California water professionals 

receiving ACWA Alerts and Advisories, as well as 
the necessary information to become an effective 

part of ACWA’s advocacy efforts through contacting 
legislators, key regulators and administration 

officials. At the same time, member agencies rely on 
Outreach Ambassadors to stay informed on current 
developments and spread the word to co-workers, 

management and agency board members.

Outreach Program Structure

SUBSCRIBE TO OUTREACH ALERTS & ADVISORIES

All ACWA members can participate in the Outreach Program by signing up to become  
an outreach ambassador and receive Outreach Alerts and Advisories.
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ACWA Alerts & Advisories
Personal contact from constituents through letters, phone calls and personal visits make an impact on 
legislators and regulators at critical points in the legislative or regulatory process. The following are some of 
the ways your participation will occur as part of the Outreach Program.

ALERTS = ACTION NEEDED

You will be part of the statewide network 
of members contacted when ACWA needs 
action on issues. When contacted with an 
Alert, you are being asked to take action. 
Potential actions could include:

•	 Write/submit a personal letter supporting 
or opposing a bill or proposed regulation 
(or other position consistent with ACWA).

•	 Write/submit an official agency (position) 
letter supporting or opposing a bill or 
proposed regulation.

•	 Make contact with a legislator or other 
decision maker by phone or through 
a personal visit at a key point in the 
legislative process. See page 14 for tips.

•	 Join a coalition of other ACWA members 
supporting or opposing a bill or proposed 
regulation.

ADVISORIES = INFORMATION

Legislative, regulatory and communication 
Advisories provide pertinent information 
to keep you informed of the latest issues. 
Advisories help you and other agencies in 
your area prepare for upcoming issues.

Grassroots outreach is one of the 
strongest leverages ACWA members 
have to influence policy that impacts their 
constituents. The easy-to-use outreach 
handbook arms ACWA members with 
the knowledge and tips to effectively put 
grassroots outreach into action.

— Cristel Tufenkjian, Director of External 
Affairs, Kings River Conservation District
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ACWA Outreach Awards
ACWA’s Outreach Awards recognize members for their 
advocacy efforts on issues critical to the water industry. 
Throughout the year, ACWA asks its members to take action 
on important legislative and regulatory issues, helping create 
a coalition to directly affect the outcomes of numerous 
decisions and advance the association’s legislative and 
regulatory agenda. ACWA’s Outreach Awards recognize 
the most active member agency in each region, as well as 
an overall winner and three winners of the outreach special 
recognition categories. 

ACWA member agencies that qualify are encouraged to apply 
for recognition in three special outreach categories: 

•	 The Most Active Small Agency Award honors a member 
agency with fewer than 50 full-time employees that has 
engaged on an issue of importance. 

•	 The Rising Star Award recognizes an agency that has not 
participated in the Outreach Program within the past five 
years. 

•	 The Most Effective Agency on a Federal Issue recognizes 
a member agency that has engaged on a federal issue as 
prioritized by the ACWA Federal Affairs Committee.

STAFF CONTACT 

Jennifer Rotz, Senior Regional Affairs Representative, (916) 669-2373, email jenniferr@acwa.com

In-Person Outreach
Members of the Outreach Program are encouraged 
to take advantage of opportunities such as the ACWA 
Legislative Symposium, Washington D.C. Conference, 
and Regulatory Summit in order to maximize 
opportunities to schedule in-person meetings with 
your state or federal legislators and regulators.

OUTREACH INTERACTION

Complete the online outreach 
interaction form.

OUTREACH SPECIAL 
RECOGNITION

Apply for the three special 
outreach awards.

mailto:jenniferr@acwa.com
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ACWA Policy Process

Federal Affairs Committee
ACWA’s Federal Affairs Committee is responsible for developing policy positions and working on key 
federal water proposals. Federal policy and legislation evolves more slowly than state legislation. Specific 
bills are often preceded by years of informational hearings and research. This methodical process enables 
ACWA to take the lead on issues affecting members. 

Federal policy advocacy is two-pronged. With representation in the nation’s Capitol, ACWA has an 
active presence during Congressional sessions, complemented by special trips to Washington, D.C., by 
delegations of ACWA members. In addition, ACWA members can help influence the federal legislative 
process by maintaining good relationships with their local Congressional representatives.

Committee meetings are held on a quarterly basis to discuss federal legislation and related issues; two 
meetings occurring during ACWA’s bi-annual conferences. Ad hoc meetings of both the whole committee 
and subcommittees are held as deemed necessary by the Federal Affairs chair and staff. 

ACWA positions on federal legislation are determined by the committee based on analyses and 
recommendations prepared by ACWA Federal Relations staff. Analyses are sent to members of the committee 
and subscribers of the Federal Affairs informational listserv before each meeting and as significant legislative 
developments occur. The committee reviews each bill during its meetings and votes on positions. 

STAFF CONTACT 

Ian Lyle, ACWA Director of Federal Relations, email ianl@acwa.com

HELPFUL LINKS

U.S. Senate Legislative Calendar  

U.S. House Legislative Calendar  

Majority Leader Calendar  

ACWA Committees
ACWA’s committees play a crucial role for the organization. Subject matter expertise and guidance from the 
committees provide the direction that ACWA takes in advocacy efforts at the federal, state and regulatory 
levels. Learn more about the individual committees and their makeup here.

mailto:ianl@acwa.com
https://www.senate.gov/reference/Index/Calendars_schedules.htm
https://www.house.gov/legislative-activity
https://www.majorityleader.gov/calendar
https://www.acwa.com/about/board-committees/committee-information/how-to-get-involved/
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State Legislative Committee
The ACWA State Legislative Committee is made up of forty-one members — four from each of ACWA’s 10 
geographically based regions plus the committe chair. Each committee member serves for a two-year term. 
The committee’s composition reflects the association’s diverse membership needs and concerns. 

It is the committee’s responsibility to review relevant legislation, adopt positions and establish priorities. 
When the Legislature is in session, the committee meets every three weeks to keep up-to-date of 
developments and to determine ACWA positions.

Initially, ACWA staff reviews proposed legislation and drafts recommended positions for committee review. 
The committee can accept the staff recommendation or discuss the bill in question. Amendments may be 
suggested to address member concerns.

The committee’s positions and priorities dictate the level of effort staff and members devote to particular 
bills. Activity may range from a simple letter indicating approval or disapproval of a bill to active support 
or opposition, including testimony before legislative committees, coalitions with other like-minded 
organizations, solicitation of editorial support of ACWA positions and other measures.

ACWA positions on legislation are determined by the committee based on analyses and recommendations 
prepared by ACWA legislative staff. Analyses are sent to members of the committee and subscribers of the 
legislative bill service in two separate mailings between every committee meeting. Subscription information 
for the bill packets is available through ACWA’s State Legislative staff. The committee reviews each bill 
during its meetings and, if necessary, votes on positions. Otherwise, the staff recommendation is approved 
without discussion.

The membership is kept informed of ACWA’s legislative activities through ACWA News, Legislative Alerts, 
Advisories and www.acwa.com. 

STAFF CONTACT

Julia Hall, ACWA Director of State Legislative Relations, (530) 902-9746, email juliah@acwa.com 

HELPFUL LINKS

CA State Assembly Legislative Calendar  

CA State Senate Legislative Calendar  

BILL TRACKER

Search by bill number or keyword to find bill information 
or view ACWA’s bill positions and analyses.  
(Member only content)

http://www.acwa.com
mailto:juliah@acwa.com 
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/legislativedeadlines
https://www.senate.ca.gov/legdeadlines
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The Role of ACWA Members
To establish priorities for the legislative session, the State Legislative Committee each year solicits proposals 
for legislation that it will review and consider sponsoring or supporting. ACWA staff analyzes the proposals 
and provides them to committee members. The full committee reviews proposals in the fall at its annual 
planning meeting and determines legislative priorities for the following year. ACWA’s legislative staff work 
with member agencies on their proposals to prepare the proposals for introduction and assists members in 
securing legislators to author the legislation. 

While there is no avenue for ACWA to sponsor legislation at the federal level, ACWA members are often 
sought after as the preferred consultants and developers of a congressional representative’s bill idea. ACWA 
staff facilitates these interactions, acting as a conduit for ACWA members and congressional staff.

An effective advocacy program depends on a strong partnership between ACWA and its members. 

MEMBERS

•	 Provide invaluable input for policy development

•	 Suggest legislation and identify the need for ACWA to sponsor bills

•	 Assist the state legislative and federal affairs committees in setting priorities

•	 Supply necessary information and technical expertise to advance member interests

•	 Testify for bills and seek legislators to sponsor bills

ACWA’s Outreach Handbook provides the essential tools and information to 
ensure any advocacy effort has a successful foundation and gets the results you 
are looking for.  In the fast-paced environment of Sacramento, having the right 
tools to help guide your strategic activities to influence decisions and policy 
discussion is imperative. The ACWA Outreach Handbook is a must for any 
agency’s political or legislative outreach and EVMWD relies on it regularly.

— Greg Morrison, Government Relations Officer, 
Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District
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Position Adoption Policy
The ACWA Board of Directors has a strong policy commitment to comprehensive water solutions. With 
the active involvement of its member and coalition partners, ACWA is dedicated to advancing policies 
that improve water supply reliability, protect local agency decision making and promote an integrated, 
comprehensive approach to water policy and management. ACWA’s policy agenda is driven by its Board 
of Directors through the adoption of policy principles and identification of goals in the association’s Board 
approved strategic plan.

ACWA’s State Legislative Committee’s policy on adopting positions on legislation is simple: Positions are 
taken on legislation that, if enacted, will impact ACWA members. Positions are not taken on legislation if 
member agencies are on opposite sides of an issue, unless the legislation, if enacted, will establish poor 
precedent if applied broadly to ACWA member agencies. If a particular bill requires further review before 
consensus on a position can be determined, policy subcommittees are formed.

To provide adequate information to the entire membership, ACWA communicates legislative updates in 
ACWA News, posts positions and other information on ACWA’s website at www.acwa.com and social 
media outlets, and sends Advisories and Alerts on key legislation. ACWA’s legislative staff is available to 
provide specific information on bills, and committee members are encouraged to communicate ACWA 
positions on priority legislation at the region level.

Description of ACWA Positions
The following descriptions of ACWA positions reflect ACWA staff’s advocacy efforts.

•	 ACWA Sponsored: A bill proposed by ACWA 
or a member. ACWA-sponsored legislation 
requires the association to take the lead in 
securing passage, including resolving any 
disputes with opponents of the bill. Not 
applicable to Federal Legislation.

•	 Support: Staff will actively support this bill, 
writing letters to legislators, testifying at 
hearings and taking other actions as necessary.

•	 Favor: Staff writes letters of support but does 
not actively lobby the bill unless the author 
specifically requests it.

•	 Oppose: Staff writes letters of opposition, 
testifies at hearings, works with legislators to 
amend offending portions, or aggressively 
works to defeat a bill.

•	 Not Favor: Staff writes letters of opposition but 
does not otherwise lobby the bill.

•	 Watch: Staff and the State Legislative 
Committee review all amendments to 
determine whether a change of position is 
warranted. No lobbying is done.

•	 No Action: The bill does not warrant ACWA 
attention.

•	 NOTE: “Amend” may be added to any position 
upon committee vote.

http://www.acwa.com
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State Regulatory Relations
REGULATORY PROCESSES AND STATE AGENCIES 

After a state legislative bill is signed into law, it is then implemented by the enforcing or administering 
state agency. State agencies lead both informal stakeholder engagement activities and formal rulemaking 
processes for regulation setting. Some legislation directs state agencies to informally engage with 
stakeholders in regulatory activities or on the implementation of legislation. Other enacted legislation requires 
formal regulation adoption by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) to ensure that California state agencies 
comply with the rulemaking procedures and standards set forth in California’s Administrative Procedure Act 
(APA). The APA requirements are designed to provide the public with a meaningful opportunity to participate 
in the adoption of regulations or rules that have the force of law by California state agencies and to ensure the 
creation of an adequate record for the OAL and judicial review. 

Initially, ACWA staff reviews proposed regulations or notices of regulatory action. Typically, the state regulatory 
policy committees form working groups or subcommittees to draft recommended positions and formal 
comments to provide in written letters and/or in testimony to the state agency when regulations or regulatory 
matters are approved or heard by State regulatory boards, commissions or agencies. 

THE ROLE OF ACWA REGULATORY POLICY COMMITTEES 

ACWA’s State Regulatory Relations staff work with policy committees to support the development of ACWA 
policy principles for approval by the Board of Directors and make recommendations on regulatory policies 
and programs to the ACWA Board, State Legislative Committee, Federal Affairs Committee, and other 
committees as needed. These committees review and recommend positions on proposed regulations to state 
agencies and the administration, as well as assist in gathering data and disseminating relevant information on 
regulatory matters to ACWA members.

THE ROLE OF ACWA MEMBERS

ACWA members can engage on regulatory matters through several different opportunities: 

STAFF CONTACT

Chelsea Haines, ACWA Director of State Regulatory Relations, (916) 669-2431, email chelseah@acwa.com

JOIN A REGULATORY 
POLICY COMMITTEE

Join a regulatory policy 
committee to stay informed 
on the technical, regulatory 

issues

ENGAGE AND STAY 
INFORMED

Engage and stay informed 
of ACWA’s regulatory 

activities through ACWA 
News, Regulatory Alerts and 

Advisories at  
www.acwa.com 

JOIN A WORKING GROUP 
OR SUBCOMMITTEE

Join the working groups 
or subcommittees of 
a regulatory policy 

committee to contribute 
to the recommendations 

on regulatory policies, 
programs, actions or 

rulemaking 

1 2 3

mailto:chelseah@acwa.com
http://www.acwa.com
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Understanding the Federal Legislative Process
Source: Congressman Alan Lowenthal (CA-47, 2022)
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How to Read A Bill

I 

116TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. R. 34 

To ensure consideration of water intensity in the Department of Energy’s 
energy research, development, and demonstration programs to help guar-
antee efficient, reliable, and sustainable delivery of energy and clean 
water resources. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

JANUARY 3, 2019 
Ms. JOHNSON of Texas (for herself and Mr. LUCAS) introduced the following 
bill; which was referred to the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology 

A BILL 
To ensure consideration of water intensity in the Department 

of Energy’s energy research, development, and dem-
onstration programs to help guarantee efficient, reliable, 
and sustainable delivery of energy and clean water re-
sources. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Energy and Water Re-4

search Integration Act of 2019’’. 5

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:52 Jan 08, 2019 Jkt 089200 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\H34.IH H34kj
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K
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L0
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1	 Congress and 
Session: Identifies 
what Congress and 
which session the bill 
is to be considered 
in. Congresses are 
comprised of two, one 
year sessions.

2.	 Bill Number: Bills are 
introduced in sequential 
order in their respective 
chambers. Bills will 
carry H.R. for House of 
Representatives or S. for 
Senate.

3.	 Bill Origin: Indicates 
the bill’s chamber of 
origin, House or Senate.

4.	 Bill Date: The date 
of introduction or 
amendment of the bill.

5.	 Authors and 
Cosponsors: Indicates 
which member 
introduced the bill and 
with whom.

6.	 Referral and Current 
Location: Identifies 
where the bill has been 
referred. This referral 
will be updated as the 
bill moves to the floor, 
other chamber, or is 
re-referred to additional 
committees.

7.	 Bill Description: 
Identifies what the 
bill will make law, if 
enacted. May identify 
sections of Public Law 
to be amended.

1 2

3
4

5

7

8

6

Federal Bill

8.	 Short Title: Identifies an 
alternative, official short 
title of the bill. Not all bills 
will have short titles.
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AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 27, 2019 

SENATE BILL  No. 699 

Introduced by Senator Hill 

February 22, 2019 

An act to amend Section 125 Sections 73514 and 81653 of the Water
Code, relating to water.

legislative counsel
’
s digest 

SB 699, as amended, Hill. Director of Water Resources. San
Francisco Bay Area regional water system.

Under existing law, the City and County of San Francisco operates
the Hetch Hetchy Project as a regional water system, supplying water 
to persons and entities in San Francisco and the Counties of Alameda,
San Mateo, and Santa Clara. Existing law, the San Francisco Bay Area
Regional Water System Financing Authority Act, creates the San 
Francisco Bay Area Regional Water System Financing Authority,
composed as prescribed. The act authorizes the authority to issue 
revenue bonds until December 31, 2020, as specified, to improve the 
reliability of San Francisco’s regional water system and requires the 
bond proceeds to be made available upon terms and conditions that 
include San Francisco entering into contracts with the authority that, 
among other things, require San Francisco, on behalf of the authority,
to impose a surcharge to generate revenue to pay the debt service on 
the revenue bonds issued by the authority and the operating expenses
of the authority, as specified. The act requires the authority to dissolve 
upon the repayment of all revenue bonds issued by the authority and 
the satisfaction of all other debts and obligations of the authority.

This bill would authorize the authority to issue revenue bonds until 
December 31, 2030. By extending the operation of the requirements

98

1	 Amend Date: Indicates 
each time bill is 
amended

2	 Bill Origin: Indicates 
house of origin, 
Assembly or Senate

3	 Bill Number: Bills 
are introduced on 
sequential order in each 
house

4	 Bill Date: The date the 
bill was introduced

5	 Strikethrough text: 
Indicates language 
being deleted by an 
amendment

6	 Code Section: Code 
section being added/
amended

7	 Legislative Summary: 
Legislative Counsel 
drafts all legislation and 
writes a summary

8	 Italicized text: 
Indicates language 
being added by an 
amendment

Note: The actual language 
that will be part of the 
state code when the bill is 
enacted into law appears on 
subsequent pages, following 
the line: “The people of the 
state of California do enact as 
follows.”

1

2 3

4

5 6

7

8

State Bill
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Outreach to Legislators

Outreach etiquette and best practices for meeting with your legislative representatives.

DURING THE MEETING
•	 Serve as the local expert on water
•	 Provide background and information on local 

water issues
•	 Develop relationships with staff who can be 

your advocate from within
•	 Invite your legislator and their staff on a tour of 

your facilities and operations
•	 Ask them to include your water district on their 

mailing lists and offer to add them to your 
agency’s lists

•	 Don’t overload with information
•	 Keep written materials short, simple and 

relevant to your issue and agency
•	 Communicate in layman’s terms
•	 Spell out water-related acronyms
•	 Be a good listener

•	 Don’t monopolize the meeting, but allow 
the legislator to ask questions and express 
concerns

•	 Don’t worry about having all the answers, but 
offer to follow up on a question if you don’t 
have an answer during the meeting

•	 Stay focused on the issue at hand and try not to 
get sidetracked

•	 Don’t mix policy with political campaigns 
(i.e. don’t discuss past or future campaign 
contributions along with legislative action or 
votes)

•	 Don’t be confrontational and avoid getting into 
arguments that could damage your relationship 
with your legislator over one vote or issue

PREPARING FOR A MEETING
•	 Research your legislator (background, interests, 

accomplishments and legislative priorities)
•	 Bring business cards and agency materials (fact 

sheets, etc.)

SCHEDULING A MEETING
•	 Be patient and flexible
•	 Ask for a half-hour meeting, but accept a 

shorter one
•	 Meet with staff if the legislator is unavailable
•	 Be proactive – don’t wait for a crisis to meet
•	 Build relationships over time
•	 Schedule appointments in advance and keep 

them
•	 Don’t just drop in for a surprise visit

AFTER THE MEETING
•	 Thank your legislator and staff with an email or handwritten note
•	 Be sure to follow up on any unresolved questions, concerns, or commitments made to the legislator or 

staff during the meeting
•	 Stay in touch with your legislator and staff throughout the year
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Letter Writing Tips

[DATE] 

The Honorable Bill Dodd 
California State Senate State  
Capitol 4032  
Sacramento, CA 95814 

	  	  
RE:  SB 669 (Caballero):  Safe Drinking Water Trust – SUPPORT 

Dear Chair Dodd, 

[AGENCY’S NAME] supports SB 669 (Caballero), which would create the Safe Drinking Water Trust 
(Trust) at the state Treasury. The purpose of the Trust would be to provide a durable funding source to 
help community water systems in disadvantaged communities provide their customers with access to 
safe drinking water. The Trust is a better approach than a statewide water tax.  

There currently exists a funding gap for operation and maintenance (O&M) costs for the treatment 
of drinking water by community water systems in disadvantaged communities. O&M costs generally 
cannot be financed with existing federal and state safe drinking water funding sources that are 
available for capital costs. In some situations, the consolidation of a failing community water system 
with one or more systems may be the most effective solution. The Safe Drinking Water Trust proposed 
in SB 669 would provide a durable funding source to provide financial assistance for replacement 
water as a short term solution, consolidation and ongoing O&M costs. 

The Trust would be funded with an infusion of General Fund dollars during a budget surplus year. 
With the record budget surplus for the 2019-20 Fiscal Year, this is the perfect year to create and fund 
the Trust. The state would invest the Trust’s principal, and the net income from the Trust would be 
transferred on an ongoing basis to a Safe Drinking Water Fund that would be administered by the 
State Water Resources Control Board. 

The Trust is a better approach than a statewide water tax because it is not sound policy to tax a 
resource that is essential to life.  Unlike a regressive water tax, the Trust would not drive up water costs 
and work against the state’s Human Right to Water policy of affordable water. 

For the above reasons, [AGENCY NAME] respectfully asks you to vote “Aye” for SB 669.  

Sincerely, 

[NAME, TITLE]   

cc:  The Honorable Anna Caballero  
Honorable Members, Senate Governmental Organization Committee  
Mr. Brian Duke, Committee Consultant   
Mr. Richard Paul, Senate Republican Caucus Consultant  

WATER DISTRICT LETTERHEAD

1	 Letterhead: Use agency letterhead 
when communicating the agency’s 
official position on a bill

2	 Addressing your letter: Always 
start with “The Honorable [name]”

3	 Address: Address to your 
local elected official and/or to 
members of the committee where 
action is being taken

4	 Regard: Indicate the bill you’re 
addressing and action being 
requested (support/oppose/sign/
veto)

5	 Dear: Begin your letter with “Dear 
Governor, Senator, Assembly 
Member, or Representative” 
(whichever is applicable)

6	 Identify your agency: Be sure 
to make it clear who you are 
speaking on behalf early in the 
letter

7	 Get to the point quickly: It 
should be clear why you support/
oppose

8	 Bold: Use bold font to emphasize 
important points

9	 Provide solid information and 
specific examples on the impact 
of proposed legislation to your 
district: Specifics about the bill 
and general impacts on the water 
industry are usually contained in 
the ACWA Alert

10	 Clear action: Be clear in the 
action you are requesting

11	 From: Letters from a person in 
authority have a greater impact 
on elected officials than letters 
from staff

12	 Copy: Send a copy to your other 
elected officials so they are aware 
of your position and to ACWA 
staff for advocacy tracking and 
award efforts

1

2

4

7
6

8

9

10

11

12

5

3

1234 Agency Street 
City, State Zip 

Agency Phone

MORE WRITING TIPS
•	 Act quickly – ACWA Alerts are time sensitive
•	 Be sure to thank the elected official if they do what you ask as 

this helps build a positive relationship with legislator

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE ONLINE SUBMISSION
The California Legislature is using an online portal to streamline 
submission of support/opposition letters about bills to 
committees. To submit a letter on behalf of your agency:
1	 Create an account on the CA Legislature Advocates Portal
2	 Create a PDF of your support/oppose letter
3	 Submit your letter using the online portal and be sure to 

also email a copy to outreach@acwa.com for tracking and 
Outreach Awards purposes

https://calegislation.lc.ca.gov/Advocates/
mailto:outreach@acwa.com
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Minimum 45 
day public 
comment 

period

R U L E M A K I N G   R E C O R D   C L O S E D  

State agency 
PRELIMINARY ACTIVITIES 
      Special Considerations 
      Fiscal Impact NOTICE OF PROPOSED 

RULEMAKING 

INITIAL STATEMENT 
OF REASONS  

TEXT OF 
REGULATIONS 

PUBLISHES & ISSUES 
NOTICE

PUBLIC HEARING 

AGENCY HOLDS PUBLIC 
HEARING AS SCHEDULED OR 

BY REQUEST AGENCY
CONSIDERS 
COMMENTS 

CHANGES MADE TO 
REGULATIONS?

non-
substantial
or no 
changes

Major
Changes:

New 45 day 
notice

substantial & 
sufficiently related 

15 Day-Comment 
Period;

FINAL STATEMENT OF 
REASONS

SUMMARY & 
RESPONSE TO 
COMMENTS:

Changed to accommodate 

Agency mails Notice of 
Proposed Changes 

R U L E M A K I N G R E C O R D   O P E N 

LEGISLATURE
GRANTS 
AUTHORITY TO 
ADOPT 
REGULATIONS 
TO STATE 
AGENCY 

A g e n c y   a d o p t s
r e g u l a t i o n 

Understanding the Regulatory 
Rulemaking Process
Source: State Water Resources Control Board 
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How to Read a Regulatory Notice

 

 

 
NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

 
TITLE 22. SOCIAL SECURITY 

DIVISION 4. ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
CHAPTER 19 (Certification of Environmental Laboratories) 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the State Water Resources Control Board (State 
Water Board) proposes to amend, adopt, or repeal the Environmental Laboratory 
Accreditation Program (ELAP) regulations described below after considering all 
comments, objections, and recommendations regarding the proposed action. 

 
SUMMARY OF PROPOSED REGULATORY ACTION 

The State Water Board proposes to amend California Code of Regulations, Title 22, 
Division 2, Chapter 19, to update requirements and standards for accreditation of 
environmental testing laboratories.  These proposed amendments are administrative 
and technical in nature and make the necessary improvements needed to operate a 
fully functional and effective Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

The State Water Board will hold an Administrative Procedure Act (APA) public hearing 
during a Board workshop to receive written and oral comments regarding the proposed 
regulations.  The hearing will include a presentation by State Water Board staff on the 
proposed regulations.  During the comment period, the public will be allowed three 
minutes to provide oral comments, unless additional time is approved.  While a quorum 
of the State Water Board may be present, this hearing is for the public to provide 
comments in accordance with the APA, and the State Water Board will take no formal 
action. 

The public hearing will be held as detailed below. 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 – 9:30 a.m. 
Joe Serna Jr. CalEPA Headquarters Building 

1001 I Street, Second Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

  

 - 3 -  

WRITTEN COMMENT PERIOD 

Any interested person, or their authorized representative, may submit written comments 
relevant to the proposed regulatory action to the Clerk of the State Water Board.  Any 
written comments pertaining to these regulations, regardless of the method of 
transmittal, must be received by the Clerk to the State Water Board by 12:00 noon on 
Friday, December 20, 2019, which is hereby designated as the close of the written 
comment period.  Comments received after this date will not be considered timely. Note 
that comments previously submitted about the preliminary drafts of the proposed 
regulatory action will not be part of the rulemaking record.  Outstanding comments 
about the proposed regulatory action must be resubmitted during the written comment 
period to be included in the rulemaking record. 

You may submit written comments via any of the following: 

• Electronic mail (email): commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov 

• U.S. Postal Service: 

Ms. Jeanine Townsend, Clerk to the Board 
State Water Resources Control Board 

P.O. Box 100. Sacramento, CA 95812-2000 

• Hand Delivery: 
Ms. Jeanine Townsend, Clerk to the Board 

State Water Resources Control Board 
1001 I Street, 24th Floor, Sacramento, CA 95814 

Persons delivering comments must check in with lobby security and have 
them contact Ms. Jeanine Townsend at (916) 341-5600 

Also, please indicate in the subject line and/or on the cover page of submittals: 
“Comments – Proposed Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program 
Regulations.” 

All comments should include the author’s name and U.S. Postal Service mailing 
address or email in order for the State Water Board to provide any notices that may be 
required in the future. 

Due to limitations of the email system, emails larger than 15 megabytes (MB) may be 
rejected and will not be delivered and received by the State Water Board.  Therefore, 
emails larger than 15 MB should be submitted in several separate emails or another 
form of delivery should be used. 

The State Water Board requests but does not require that written comments sent by 
mail or hand-delivered be submitted in triplicate. 

1

2

3

4

5

1	 Type of rulemaking process

2	 Public hearing: If and when a public 
hearing will be held

3	 Comment letter deadline: The 
date and time in which comment 
letters must be submitted

4	 Submission: The process for how to 
submit a comment letter

5	 Subject line: The specific subject 
line for providing comments
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Regulatory Comment Letter 
Writing Tips

Ms. Mary Yang  
August 25, 2017 • Page 6  

15. Existing Programs:  ACWA recommends that the Plan build on the experience of existing 
programs.  

 
ACWA recommends that the State Water Board research the experience and practices of other 
social service programs at the local, state, federal and nonprofit level to ensure that funding for 
the LIWRA program is used in the most efficient manner.  We note that the CalFresh program 
currently enrolls only 11% of the State’s population, reinforcing both our concerns that the 
proposed LIWRA program scope may overreach at the outset and our recommendation to 
proceed with LIWRA incrementally at a more limited pilot scale to learn by experience.  
 
Existing LIWRA programs implemented by water retailers should be allowed to continue under 
this phased approach, while the State focuses initially on the lowest income households not 
being served by an existing program. We would also ask the State Water Board to recognize that 
there are numerous barriers to enrollment for eligible households. Finally, self-certification for 
eligibility without verification should not be allowed as that would inflate program costs with 
non-eligible participants.  
 
 
ACWA appreciates the State Water Board’s consideration of these comments. I am available to 
answer questions at (916) 441-4545 or cindyt@acwa.com.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Cindy Tuck 
Deputy Executive Director for Government Relations 
 
cc:  The Honorable Felicia Marcus, Chair, SWRCB 
       The Honorable Steven Moore, Vice Chair, SWRCB 
       The Honorable Tam M. Doduc, Member, SWRCB 
       The Honorable Dorene D’Adamo, Member, SWRCB 
       The Honorable E. Joaquin Esquivel, Member, SWRCB 
        Mr. Gordon Burns, Undersecretary, CalEPA 
        Ms. Eileen Sobeck, Executive Director, SWRCB 
        Mr. Michael Lauffer, Chief Counsel, SWRCB 
        Mr. Eric Oppenheimer, Chief Deputy Director, SWRCB 
        Mr. Erik Ekdahl, Director, Office of Research, Planning & Performance, SWRCB 
        Mr. Max Gomberg, Climate and Conservation Manager, SWRCB 
  

1	 Transmitted method: Include the 
method of how the comment letter 
was transmitted

2	 Address block & subject: Include 
the date, address, and subject line as 
specified in the notice

3	 Introduction: Include an 
introduction paragraph with 
information about your agency

4	 Comments: Bold and number 
comments to provide the key 
advocacy messages for decision-
makers to follow

5	 Multiple pages: Include the 
addressee, date and page numbers 
for comment letters that are multiple 
pages

6	 Closing: Include a closing and how 
the state regulatory agency can 
contact you

 

 

 
Sent via ELECTRONIC MAIL to Mary.Yang@waterboards.ca.gov  
 
August 25, 2017 
 
Ms. Mary Yang 
Environmental Scientist  
Division of Drinking Water  
State Water Resources Control Board 
1001 I Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re: Program Scenarios:  Association of California Water Agencies’ Comments regarding 

the Development of a Plan for a Low-Income Water Rate Assistance Program [AB 401, 
Dodd, 2015 Implementation] 

 
Dear Ms. Yang: 

The Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) appreciates the opportunity to comment 
regarding the State Water Resources Control Board’s (State Water Board’s or SWRCB’s) 
development of a plan for the funding and implementation of a Low-Income Water Rate 
Assistance (LIWRA) Program (the Plan), as required by AB 401 (Dodd, 2015).  ACWA represents 
over 440 public water agencies that collectively supply over 90% of the water delivered in 
California for domestic, agricultural, and business uses.   

ACWA recognizes the importance of water affordability.  At the same time, our members must 
make water management work on the ground.  As recognized by now Senator Dodd, the 
development of the Plan requires collaboration with stakeholders to make sure it will work and 
not result in unintended consequences. 

1. Governor Brown’s Signing Message:  Governor Brown wrote that the AB 401 Plan will 
provide a path for “modest, additional steps.”  The plan scenarios currently being 
analyzed by State Water Board staff would not be “modest, additional steps.” 

In his signing message for AB 401 dated October 9, 2015, Governor Brown wrote the following: 

While the plan called for in this bill will provide for modest, additional steps, we already 
know that Proposition 218 serves as the biggest impediment to public water systems 
being able to establish low-income rate assistance programs.  Proposition 218 similarly 
serves as an obstacle to thoughtful, sustainable water conservation pricing and 
necessary flood and stormwater system improvements.  My administration will work 
with the Legislature and stakeholders next year to address these problems, while 
maintaining rate payer protections. [Emphasis added.] 

2

3

4
5

6

1
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Ambassadors
•	 Share ACWA Alerts and Advisories with appropriate staff and board members at your agency. 

•	 Determine if your agency will take action in response to an ACWA Alert. 

•	 Coordinate with your region outreach captain(s) to share ACWA’s Alerts and Advisories within your 
ACWA region.

Outreach Captains
•	 Serve by appointment of the ACWA region boards for a two-year term.

•	 Serve on the Outreach Task Force.

•	 Participate in Outreach Task Force meetings.

•	 Provide outreach updates during region membership meetings at ACWA Spring and Fall Conference.

•	 Coordinate with your ACWA region board on outreach to your region. 

•	 Develop a broad outreach list of your region’s State and Federal elected and appointed officials to 
extend ACWA’s reach and message.

•	 Recruit more ambassadors within your region and offer to serve as a resource for them.

•	 Participate in and promote ACWA Outreach Awards.

Role of Outreach Captains and 
Ambassadors
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ACWA Member Toolkits

California Air Resources Board

California Department of Fish & Wildlife

California Department of Water Resources

California Energy Commission

California Environmental Protection Agency

California Natural Resources Agency

California Public Utilities Commission

California State Assembly

California State Senate

California State Water Resources Control Board

California Water Commission

Delta Protection Commission

Delta Stewardship Council

Governor Newsom

Office of Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

U.S. House of Representatives

U.S. Senate

U.S. Senator Alex Padilla

U.S. Senator Laphonza Butler

Online Resources

https://www.acwa.com/resources/?document-type=member-tools
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/homepage
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/
https://water.ca.gov/
https://www.energy.ca.gov/
https://calepa.ca.gov/
http://resources.ca.gov/
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/
https://www.senate.ca.gov/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/
https://cwc.ca.gov/
http://delta.ca.gov/
https://www.deltacouncil.ca.gov/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/
https://oehha.ca.gov/
https://oehha.ca.gov/
https://www.usbr.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/
https://www.fws.gov/
https://www.house.gov/
https://www.senate.gov/
https://www.padilla.senate.gov
https://www.butler.senate.gov/
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