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June 6, 2024

The Honorable Gavin Newsom The Honorable Mike McGuire The Honorable Robert Rivas
Governor, State of California Senate President pro Tempore Speaker of the Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 9000 1021 O Street, Suite 8518 1021 O Street Suite 8330
Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: FY 2024 - 2025 Budget — Oppose Proposed Reduction of Funding for the Voluntary
Agreements



California State Budget — Funding for the Agreements to Support Healthy Rivers and Landscapes

Dear Governor Newsom, Senate Pro Tem McGuire, and Assembly Speaker Rivas,

On behalf of the Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) and the undersigned organizations, |
am writing to express our strong opposition to any reduction or reversion of previously committed
funding for water resilience projects related to the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
(Bay-Delta).

Specifically, the Legislature is proposing to rescind critical funding that is currently available to support
no-regrets habitat and water supply projects that are already providing drought resiliency for the
environment, farms, and people. While these critical projects support early implementation of the
Agreements to Support Healthy Rivers and Landscapes (Agreements), formerly referred to as the
Voluntary Agreements, these types of projects are urgently needed regardless of what decision the
State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) may make regarding the updated Bay-Delta
Water Quality Control Plan.

These Agreements, and these early implementation actions, represent a collaborative, modern, and
holistic approach to improving the Bay-Delta ecosystem and water supply reliability. Through the
Agreements, a group of public water agencies are proposing a comprehensive suite of actions that will
improve habitat and flows in the Delta and its tributaries to help native fish and wildlife species.
Collectively, our organizations represent hundreds of water systems throughout California that deliver
the vast majority of water used for agricultural, commercial, and residential purposes. We have long
supported the Agreements as a means to addressing some of the most critical issues in the Bay-Delta.
The State Water Board is expected to make a decision in early- to mid- 2025, and these funds are critical
to continue successful implementation of vital restoration projects throughout the Delta watershed.

Over the last two budget cycles, the Administration and Legislature have committed funding through
the budget process to support the types of projects proposed in the Agreements. In 2021, SB 170
(Chapter 240 Statutes of 2021) and SB 155 (Chapter 258, Statutes of 2021) appropriated funding for the
purpose of improving environmental conditions to promote recovery of native fish species in the
Sacramento-San Joaquin watershed. In addition, in 2022, AB 178 (Chapter 45, Statutes of 2022)
provided $100 million to the California Natural Resources Agency for these purposes. This funding had
broad support from the water community, Legislature, and the Administration.

The Legislature’s proposal would rescind hundreds of millions of dollars for projects related to the
Agreements and thus undo and delay the agreements that were made to fund projects that protect fish
and wildlife, address environmental issues in the Bay-Delta, and preserve water supply reliability.

Our organizations recognize the state’s current fiscal outlook and the budget reductions that must be
made. However, the undersigned organizations strongly urge the Administration to reject the
Legislature’s proposal to cut funding for the Agreements.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact ACWA’s State Relations Director, Adam
Quinonez at adamg@acwa.com or 707-761-9247.



Sincerely,

Adam Quifionez
State Relations Director
Association of California Water Agencies

Ed Stevenson
General Manager
Alameda County Water District

David J. Coxey
General Manager
Bella Vista Water District

Andrea Abergel
Manager of Water Policy
California Municipal Utilities Association

Timothy A. Johnson
President/CEO
California Rice Commission

Kristine McCaffrey
General Manager
Calleguas Municipal Water District

J. M. Barrett
General Manager
Coachella Valley Water District

James Lee
General Manager
Crescenta Valley Water District

John Bosler, P.E.
General Manager/CEO
Cucamonga Valley Water District

Steve Johnson
General Manager
Desert Water Agency

Clifford Chan
General Manager
East Bay Municipal Utility District
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Joe Mouawad, P.E.
General Manager
Eastern Municipal Water District

Jim Abercrombie
General Manager
El Dorado Irrigation District

Nicholas Schneider
General Manager
Georgetown Divide Public Utility District

Paul Peschel
General Manager
Hi-Desert Water District - Yucca Valley, CA

Shivaji Deshmukh, P.E.
General Manager
Inland Empire Utilities Agency

David W. Pedersen
General Manager
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District

Paul E. Shoenberger, P.E.
Mesa Water General Manager
Mesa Water District

Adel Hagekhalil

General Manager

Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California

Jimi Netniss
General Manager
Modesto Irrigation District

David Guy
President
Northern California Water Association

Dennis D. LaMoreaux
CEO/General Manager
Palmdale Water District



Anthony L. Firenzi
Director of Strategic Affairs
Placer County Water Agency

Lewis Bair
General Manager
Reclamation District No. 108

Patrick Meagher
General Manager
Reclamation District No. 784

James Peifer
Executive Director
Regional Water Authority

Tom Coleman
General Manager
Rowland Water District

Darin Kasamoto
General Manager
San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District

Paul Helliker
General Manager
San Juan Water District

J. Scott Petersen, P.E.
Water Policy Director
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority

Bart Broome
Assistant Officer for State Government
Relations

Santa Clara Valley Water District (Valley Water)

Matthew G. Stone
General Manager
Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency

Chris Lee
General Manager
Solano County Water Agency
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Charles Wilson
Executive Director
Southern California Water Coalition

Jennifer Pierre
General Manager
State Water Contractors

Matthew Litchfield
General Manager
Three Valleys Municipal Water District

Josh Weimer
External Affairs Manager
Turlock Irrigation District

Bob Reeb
Executive Director
Valley Ag Water Coalition

Gary Arant
General Manager
Valley Center Municipal Water District

Sheryl L. Shaw, P.E.
General Manager/Chief Engineer
Walnut Valley Water District

Ted Trimble
General Manager
Western Canal Water District

Gail Delihant
Sr. Director, CA Government Affairs
Western Growers Association

Willie Whittlesey
General Manager
Yuba Water Agency

Valerie Pryor
General Manager
Zone 7 Water Agency
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cc:

The Honorable Scott Weiner, Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee
The Honorable Jesse Gabriel, Chair, Assembly Budget Committee

The Honorable Josh Becker, Chair, Senate Budget Subcommittee 2 on Resources, Environmental
Protection and Energy

The Honorable Steve Bennett, Chair, Assembly Subcommittee 4 on Climate Crisis, Resources,
Energy, and Transportation

Joe Stephenshaw, Director, Department of Finance



