
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

SUPPORT 

TWO-THIRDS OF CLIMATE RESILIENCE BOND FUNDING FOR WATER 
INFRASTRUCTURE TO HELP PREPARE CALIFORNIA FOR DROUGHTS, 

EXTREME PRECIPITATION EVENTS, AND FLOODS 
 

June 6, 2024/ June 11, 2024 Signatories Updated 

The Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) and the undersigned organizations urge the 
Legislature to support a Climate Resilience Bond that allocates two-thirds of the funding for water 
infrastructure. Specifically, we urge the inclusion of the following categories and funding amounts 
(based on an $8.5 billion bond): 

• Dam Safety/Reservoir Operations  $623 million 
• Recycling and Desalination   $990 billion 
• Safe Drinking Water    $440 million 
• Groundwater Management   $733 million 
• Flood Protection    $733 million 
• Regional Water Conveyance   $586 million 
• Regional Watershed Resilience  $366 million 
• Surface Water Storage    $550 million 
• State Water Project    $366 million 
• Water Use Efficiency    $366 million 

Total:      $5.75 billion 

WHY CALIFORNIA NEEDS WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING NOW: 

1. Climate Adaptation – Our water infrastructure was built for a climate that no longer exists. 
California faces increased risks of drought, floods, extreme precipitation events, and sea 
level rise that are presenting unique challenges to public water agencies and their ability to 
reliably provide water to California’s cities, communities, farms, businesses, and the 
environment. Investments in water infrastructure and fish and wildlife improvements are 
critically needed. 

2. Rising Costs – The costs associated with water infrastructure projects are substantial and 
will continue to rise. The longer we wait, the more expensive it will be to invest in 
infrastructure for swings between droughts of longer duration, extreme precipitation events, 
and floods. 

3. Water Bill Affordability – Water infrastructure projects are typically funded in large part by 
the customers of one or more public water agencies at a local or regional level. State 
funding assistance is needed to help deliver the projects and help keep water bills 
affordable for customers. 

4. Jobs – In addition to supporting climate resilience, bond-funded infrastructure projects will 
support good jobs and stimulate the economy. 

There are many organizations asking for climate resilience funding. ACWA and the organizations 
listed here urge the Legislature to step back and consider how important being prepared on water is 
across the State and the level of investment that is needed for that preparation.  

ACWA thanks you for your attention to this issue. Please direct any questions to ACWA State 
Relations Advocate, Soren Nelson, at sorenn@acwa.com or (916) 669-2367. 

 

 

 



 
 

Soren Nelson 
State Relations Advocate 
Association of California Water Agencies 
 
Adrian Covert 
Senior Vice President, Public Policy 
Bay Area Council  
 
Mandip Samra 
General Manager 
Burbank Water and Power 
 
Glenn Farrel 
Executive Director 
CalDesal 
 

Michael Quigley 
Executive Director 
California Alliance For Jobs 
 
Danielle Blacet-Hyden 
Deputy Executive Director  
California Municipal Utilities Association 
 
Aaron Avery  
Director of State Legislative Affairs  
California Special Districts Association 
 
Kristine McCaffrey  
General Manager  
Calleguas Municipal Water District 
 
Katie Valenzuela  
Councilmember, District 4 Chair, Law and 
Legislation Committee  
City of Sacramento 
 
Natalie Rogers 
Mayor 
City of Santa Rosa 
 
Mary Rogren 
General Manager 
Coastside County Water District 
 
Ernesto A. Avila  
Board President 
Contra Costa Water District 
 
Steve Johnson 
General Manager 
Desert Water Agency 
 
 
 

Joe Mouawad, P.E.   
General Manager   
Eastern Municipal Water District 
 
Jim Abercrombie  
General Manager  
El Dorado Irrigation District 
 
Rebecca Guo 
General Manager 
El Dorado Water Agency 
 
Dennis Cafferty 
General Manager 
El Toro Water District 
 
Bruce Kamilos 
General Manager 
Elk Grove Water District 
 
Greg Thomas 
General Manager 
Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District 
 
Nina Jazmadarian 
General Manager  
Foothill Municipal Water District 
 
Nicholas Schneider 
General Manager  
Georgetown Divide Public Utility District 
 
Hannah Davidson  
Water Resources Specialist  
Hidden Valley Lake Community Services District 
 
John Friedenbach  
General Manager  
Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District 
 
Antonio Ortega  
Government Affairs Officer  
Imperial Irrigation District 
 
Reymundo Trejo, P.E.  
General Manager  
Indio Water Authority 
 
Paul Cook  
General Manager  
Irvine Ranch Water District 
 
 
 
 



 
David M. Merritt  
General Manager  
Kings River Conservation District 
 
David W. Pedersen  
General Manager  
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 
 
Remleh Scherzinger, PE  
General Manager  
Marina Coast Water District  
 
Patrick Kaspari  
General Manager  
McKinleyville Community Services District 
 
Matthew Hurley  
General Manager  
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency 
 
Elizabeth Salomone  
General Manager  
Mendocino County Russian River Flood Control 
& Water Conservation Improvement District 
 
Paul E. Shoenberger, P.E.  
General Manager  
Mesa Water District 
 
Jay L. Jefferson, II  
Executive Legislative Representative  
Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California 
 
Kat Wuelfing  
General Manager  
Mid-Peninsula Water District 
 
Brian Macy  
General Manager   
Mission Springs Water District 
 
Ara Azhderian  
General Manager  
Monterey County Water Resources Agency 
 
 
 
 

Justin Caporusso  
Executive Director 
Mountain Counties Water Resources 
Association 
 
David Guy 
President 
Northern California Water Association 
 
Jose Martinez  
General Manager  
Otay Water District 
 
Kyle Swanson  
CEO/General Manager  
Padre Dam Municipal Water District 
 
Dennis D. LaMoreaux  
General Manager  
Palmdale Water District 
 
David M. Reyes  
Acting General Manager  
Pasadena Water and Power 
 
Vince Lucchesi   
General Manager 
Patterson Irrigation District 
 
Robert S. Grantham 
General Manager  
Rancho California Water District 
 
James Peifer  
Executive Director  
Regional Water Authority 
 
Dan Denham  
General Manager  
San Diego County Water Authority 
 
Dennis J. Herrera  
General Manager  
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 
 
James Prior  
General Manager  
San Gabriel County Water District 
 
 



 
Lance Eckhart  
General Manager  
San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency 
 
Paul Helliker  
General Manager  
San Juan Water District 
 
J. Scott Petersen, P.E.  
Water Policy Director  
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority 
 
Bart Broome  
Assistant Officer for State Government 
Relations  
Santa Clara Valley Water District (Valley Water) 
 
Matt Stone  
General Manager  
Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency 
 
Albert C. Lau, P.E.  
General Manager  
Santa Fe Irrigation District 
 
Nicole Stanfield  
Director of Communications  
Santa Margarita Water District 
  
Grant Davis  
General Manager  
Sonoma Water 
 
Charles Wilson  
Executive Director/CEO  
Southern California Water Coalition 
 
Jennifer Pierre  
General Manager  
State Water Contractors 
 
Kent Nelson  
General Manager  
Stinson Beach County Water District 
 
Richard Atkins  
President  
Stockton East Water District 
 

Sean Barclay  
General Manager  
Tahoe City Public Utility District 
 
Matthew Litchfield  
General Manager  
Three Valleys Municipal Water District 
 
Deanna Jackson  
Executive Director  
Tri-County Water Authority 
 
Don Perkins  
General Manager  
Tuolumne Utilities District 
 
Jessica Self 
General Manager 
Union Public Utility District 
 
Thomas Love  
General Manager  
Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water 
District 
 
Joel Metzger  
General Manager   
Utica Water and Power Authority 
  
Gary Arant  
General Manager  
Valley Center Municipal Water District 
 
Sheryl Shaw, P.E.  
General Manager  
Walnut Valley Water District 
 
Tim Kasper  
General Manager  
Weaverville Community Services District 
 
John Thiel 
General Manager 
West Valley Water District 
 
Willie Whittlesey  
General Manager  
Yuba Water Agency    

 


