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LAW OF THE RIVER:  
MILESTONES 

 

• Colorado River Compact 1922 
o 7.5 MAFY – Upper and Lower 
o Upper 10-year averaging 75MAF 
o AZ reserved approval 
o Mexico - reserved 

• Boulder Canyon Project Act 1928 
o 4.4 MAF CA 
o 2.8 MAF AZ 
o 300 KAF NEV 
o Secretary – Sole Contracting Authority 

• 7-Party Agreement – 1931 
o California Water Delivery Requirements 
o Establishes priorities within California 

• U.S. Mexico Treaty 1944 
o 1.5 MAF 
o 200k Declared Surplus 

• Upper Basin Compact 1948 

• Arizona Ratification – AZ v. California – CAP 1964-1968 
o AZ ratifies 
o Secretary controls totals [2.8 to AZ] 
o CAP subordinated 
o PPR’s recognized 

• QSA 2003 
o CA gets to 4.4 MAF 
o Conservation – Transfers – SDCWA 
o Salton Sea 

• ISG 2007 
o Reservoirs – tied to surface elevations and triggers between Mead and Powell 
o Projects enable carry-over storage in Lake Mead 
o Curtailments for Nev and AZ at 1075 at Lake Mead 
o Expires in 2026 

• DCP 2019 
o Additional curtailments by agreement among the Lower Basin  
o Wrap-around ISG and apportionment 
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