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Drought conditions continue to exist throughout much of 
the West.



Storage in many Reclamation reservoirs is still below 
average for this time of year.



The Department of the 
Interior and Reclamation 
have funded over 250 
projects in 17 States (+ 
Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto 
Rico) through President 
Biden’s Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law. 



On February 13, the 
Department and 
Reclamation allocated $325 
million in Additional Funding 
for ongoing work on drought 
resilience projects across the 
country.



The Department and 
Reclamation recently made a 
$84.7 million investment 
from President Biden’s 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 
to help 36 communities 
throughout the West prepare 
and respond to the 
challenges of drought.



Construction is underway for 
the Safety of Dams Project at 
B.F. Sisk Dam.



The Department and 
Reclamation have invested 
over $368 million in four 
storage projects — Sites, Los 
Vaqueros Expansion, San Luis 
Expansion, and Del Puerto 
Canyon Reservoir — of which 
$137 million was recently 
announced as part of the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.



Construction is underway to 
restore capacity in the Friant 
Kern Canal. 



Build America, Buy America Act

• Included in the PL 117-58, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
(President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law). 

• Requires that “none of the funds made available for a Federal financial 
assistance program for infrastructure…may be obligated for a project 
unless all of the iron, steel, manufactured products, and construction 
materials used in the project are produced in the United States.”

• Importantly, Buy America requirements apply to Federal financial 
assistance programs for infrastructure, whether or not those programs 
received funding in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.

• On April 18, 2022, OMB released Initial Implementation Guidance on 
Application of Buy America Preference in Federal Financial Assistance 
Programs for Infrastructure. 



Reclamation Programs subject to Buy America

• Title XVI Projects 

• Desalination Construction Projects 

• Large-Scale Recycling 

• Drought Resiliency Projects 

• Water and Energy Efficiency 
Grants 

• Smally Scale Water Efficiency 
Projects 

• Environmental Water Resources 
Projects 

• Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration

• Aging Infrastructure/XM

• Rural Water 

• Other programs that include funding 
for infrastructure



Buy America – Waiver Authority

• Pursuant to Section 70914(c) of the Act, the head of a Federal agency 
may waive the application of a Buy America preference under an 
infrastructure program in any case in which the head of the Federal 
agency finds that—
• (1) applying the domestic content procurement preference would be 

inconsistent with the public interest (a “public interest waiver”);

• (2) types of iron, steel, manufactured products, or construction materials are 
not produced in the United States in sufficient and reasonably available 
quantities or of a satisfactory quality (a “nonavailability waiver”);

• or (3) the inclusion of iron, steel, manufactured products, or construction 
materials produced in the United States will increase the cost of the overall 
project by more than 25 percent (an “unreasonable cost waiver”). 



Buy America – Waiver Principles 

• Time-limited
• Waivers should identify a short, definite time frame (e.g., no more than one 

to two years) designed to ensure that, as domestic supply becomes available, 
domestic producers will have prompt access to the market created by the 
program.

• Targeted
• Waivers should apply only to the item(s), product(s), or material(s) or 

category(ies) of item(s), product(s), or material(s) necessary. 

• Conditional 
• Waivers should support the policies of the Build America, Buy America Act 

and Executive Order 14005, Ensuring the Future Is Made in All of America by 
All of America’s Workers.



Buy America – Approved Waivers 

• The Department of the Interior 6-month adjustment period waiver 
expired on January 12, 2023.

• Approved Program Waivers
• Small Financial Assistance Agreements ( < $250,000)

• De Minimis Purchases ( < 5% of total applicable project costs)

• Approved Project Waivers
• Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency – AMI 

• City of Rialto – AMI 

• More information is available at doi.gov/grants/buyamerica




