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Bulletin 74 Overview

• Standards are for groundwater protection

• Standards cover four types of wells: 

Water wells

Monitoring wells

Cathodic protection wells

Geothermal heat exchange wells

• Minimum statewide standards won’t address 

every scenario but are intended to be adaptive 

to a variety of conditions



Process of Implementation

Water Code §13800 et seq:

• DWR develops Standards

• DWR recommends to 
SWRCB

• SWRCB adopts Model Well 
Ordinance

• Cities, counties or water 
agencies adopt Local Well 
Ordinances

• Local Enforcing Agencies 
(LEAs) administer and enforce

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/


NEED FOR UPDATED STANDARDS
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Some Observations about the 

Current Standards

• Assume conditions won’t change

• Assume sealing materials perform 

independently of soil moisture conditions

• Contain ambiguous language

• Based on past best practices, experience



Current standards
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Vulnerabilities
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Nebraska Grout Study



WWTAC Recommendations

• 130 Comments

• Collaborative effort

– CCDEH

– CGA

• Initial: 2010-2013

• Revisited and 

submitted to DWR 

January 3, 2019



PROPOSED APPROACH & 

TIMELINE



Vision

• Updated Well Standards that are enforceable, 

protective, and based on current state of 

knowledge and best practices



Timeline
Draft content, form expert panel, design 

expert panel process

Summer 

2019

Develop content with guidance from Expert 

Panel

Fall 2019 –

Fall 2020

Prepare Public Review Draft Fall 2020 –

Spring 2021

Release Public Review Draft Spring 2021

Incorporate Comments, Finalize Bulletin 74 Summer 

2021

Submit to Water Boards for MWO Fall 2021

Training and Local Assistance Fall 2021 –

Spring 2022 



Ways to Participate

• Visit our webpage: 

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-

Management/Wells/Well-Standards

– Comment Portal Bulletin 74: California Well 

Standards Comment Portal

– Join email service for announcements/updates

• Contact us:

Julie Haas, PE, Senior Engineer, Water Resources

Julie.Haas@water.ca.gov

916-651-0140

Bulletin74@water.ca.gov

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Wells/Well-Standards
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfK1qZ4_GRDCMiX7KgVSCmX29F9C-dNt82qHwBoe4Dp3-Y7vQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://listservice.cnra.ca.gov/scripts/wa.exe?SUBED1=DWR_BULLETIN_74_WELL_STANDARDS&A=1
mailto:Julie.Haas@water.ca.gov
mailto:Bulletin74@water.ca.gov


Thank you

-The Bulletin 74 Project Team
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https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Wells/Well-Standards

